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Police charge at miners at Orgreave in June 1984 Picture:Joun StuRROcK 


In 1984 oxo) os brutally attacked striking miners. They then 
faked evidence to frame those they had assaulted. This 
week the Tories ruled out any inquiry into Orgreave... 


STOP THIS 
CLASS WAR 
COVER UP 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


THE TORIES are continuing a cover- 
up by refusing an inquiry into the 
Battle of Orgreave. 

Police attacked striking miners at 
the Orgreave coking plant on 18 June 
1984, during the Miners’ Strike. 

Then they fitted up 95 miners who 


were charged with riot. 

The case collapsed because police 
falsified evidence. 

Norman Strike was a striking miner 
at Orgreave. He told Socialist Worker, 
“They don’t want an inquiry because it 
opens up a can of worms. 

“It would have to look at why the 
police were sent to Orgreave in the way 


that they were—and who sent them.” 

Former Derbyshire miner John 
Dunn agreed. “An inquiry would 
expose how the strike was micro- 
managed by Margaret Thatcher,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“It would show how the police 
turned into a military body. And the 


UNITED STATES 


US elections— 
rigged for the 
ruling class 


THE VOTE for US president 
next Tuesday will pitch 
two of the most unpopular 
and reactionary candidates 
ever against each other. 
Donald Trump is a racist 
thug who boasts of sexual 
assaults on women. But Hillary 
Clinton, who’s part of the 
establishment, is the worst can- 
didate to take him on. 


Thousands on 
streets to beat 
Tory health cuts 


THOUSANDS TOOK to 

the streets of Grantham 

and Leicester to defend 

the NHS last Saturday. 
Around 5,000 marched in 

Grantham and 1,000 people 

were out in Leicester. 
Outsourced health 

workers in south London 

also struck on Tuesday 

(pictured). 


JEREMY CORBYN 


Labour activists 
furious after MPs 
vote on Yemen 


LABOUR PARTY members 
and activists were outraged 
last week as more than 100 
Labour MPs refused to vote 
for their party’s motion 
on the war in Yemen. 

It called on the government 
to suspend support for Saudi 
Arabia in the war. 
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Rabina Khan 


Tower Hamlets 
justice march 


THE POLICE officers 
responsible for two 
shocking recent arrests 

in Tower Hamlets, east 
London, “should not be 
part of the police force”, a 
youth worker told a rally 
last Saturday. 

Cops had arrested his 
colleague Zakaria Hussain, 
putting him in a headlock. 
The arrest was filmed, and 
went viral on social media. 

So did that of 13 year 
old Katelynn Murphy King 
outside a school. A police 
officer dragged her to the 
floor by her hair and sat 
on her. 

Katelynn’s grandmother, 
Joan, told Socialist Worker, 
“She had nine injuries over 
her body. If | or anyone 
else had done that to her 
the police would arrest 
us—what gives them the 
right to act like that? | told 
them we're not going to 
accept this.” 


Treated 

Hajira is one of the 
teenagers who use the 
Arbor Youth Centre run 
by Zak. She told Socialist 
Worker, “We saw them 
brutalise him. No-one 
should be treated like 
that. The police have to 
change—and that’s why 
we’re protesting.” 

The campaign has 
support from across Tower 
Hamlets’ politics—from 
Labour mayor John Biggs 
to councillor Rabina Khan 
who opposed him in last 
year’s mayoral election. 

Tower Hamlets Stand Up 
To Racism co-hosted the 
rally. 

School student Gabriel 
said, “What the police do 
isn’t right, and if we stand 
together we can make a 
difference.” 


LIFE > $6 HARP 
Foe REFUGEES 
T's BEST TokuL 


THEM St Foxe 
THEY FEcom te 


FEPUSEES ' 


Stop this class war cover-up 
—miners Baa over Orgreave 


>>>continued from page one 
scale of attacks on trade unionism.’ 

The Independent Police Cee 
Commission has evidence of officers 
committing assault and perjury. Yet 
it refused to investigate allegations of 
assault, perjury, perverting the course 
of justice, manipulating evidence and 
misconduct in a public office. 

Former miners and supporters gath- 
ered for a press conference in Barnsley 
on Tuesday. Former miner Paul Darlow 
told Socialist Worker, “Orgreave was a 
police riot. I want to know who in gov- 
ernment was responsible for authorising 
police behaviour. We still want justice.” 

Norman said there should be an 
inquiry into policing of the strike in gen- 
eral. “We had 365 days of police vio- 
lence, injustice, people getting banged 
up for no reason,” he said. 

“Villages were surrounded by police. 
People were assaulted by police. It was 
happening every day.” 

Activists from other campaigns con- 
demned the decision not to hold an 
inquiry. Sheila Coleman from the 
Hillsborough Justice Campaign (HJC) 

told Socialist Worker 
it was an “appalling 
decision”. 

She said, “The 
HJC sends its sup- 
port and would 
urge campaign- 
ers not to give up. 
Maybe the lesson 
to be learnt 

is that it’s 
a mistake 


Under attack at Orgreave 


to put trust in politicians and to allow 
them to control the agenda. 

“Solidarity with all former miners 
who deserve justice.” 

Unfortunately some who back an 
inquiry, such as Labour MP Andy 
Burnham, hope to repair the reputation 
of the cops. 

Norman said, “You can’t restore faith 
in the police. Home Secretary Amber 
Rudd said they’re different now. But try 
telling people who’ve been kettled and 
who go on demos that the police are dif- 
ferent these days.” 

The miners’ strike was a battle waged 
by the Tories against the whole work- 
ing class. 

Ex-miner Johnny Woods told Socialist 
Worker, “The Tories’ aim at Orgreave 
was not just the downfall of the miners, 
but to break the idea of solidarity 


Picture:JOHN STURROCK 


in the working class.” 

Norman rejected the idea that 
Orgreave happened too long ago to be 
investigated. “Hillsborough was a long 
time ago,” he said. “But we needed to 
look at that. Lots of sex abuse cases 
were a long time ago. 

“You can’t just let things be buried.” 

The battle isn’t over. John said, “We'll 
fight on like we have fought for the last 
32 years.” 

Norman added, “It’s a long time ago 
but it still rankles with me. 

“What about the miners who were 
jailed or lost their jobs? We were called 
the enemy within—and we weren't.” 


More online 
t 


wv For more on the Miners’ Strike go to 
bit.ly/2f8ZcpX 


Hundreds join rally over deaths in police custody 


SOME 400 people 
joined a procession 

last Saturday to 
commemorate those 
who have died in police 
custody. 

The march was 
organised by the United 
Families and Friends 
Campaign. 

The number of families 
and campaigns grows 
each year as the number 
of deaths increases. It 
currently stands at 1,578 
since 1990, according to 
charity Inquest. 

The demonstration 


The United Families and Friends march 


a cRIEND 
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investigation.” 

Margaret Smith, whose 
son Jermaine Baker was 
shot dead by police in 
Tottenham in 2015, spoke 
to Socialist Worker. 

“The IPCC needs more 
power to prosecute 
the police,” she said. 
“Changes need to be 
made, maybe their hands 
are tied.” 

Others were scathing 
Vay about the organisation, 

however, and called for it 
to be scrapped. 

The crowd heard 
from Becky Shah from 


moved from Trafalgar 
Square to Downing Street, 
where it heard from some 
of the justice campaigns. 
People criticised the 
Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


(IPCC) and the procedure 
for investigating deaths 
in mental health facilities. 
Sean Rigg died in police 
custody in Brixton, south 
London, in 2008. 

His sister Marcia said, 


Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 
Twitter @socialistworker 


“Too many people are 
dying in mental health 
settings. NHS providers 
are investigating 
themselves. When 
someone dies, there needs 
to be an independent 


Newsdesk 
020 7840 5656 
Circulation 
020 7840 5601 


the Hillsborough Justice 
Campaign about their 
struggle for justice. 

“Never give up 
fighting,” she said. 
“Because if we can do it, 
then so can you.” 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
— PO Box 71327 
* London 
SE11 9BW 


Cop lied over 
Sean Rigg, 
court hears 


A POLICE officer lied in 
July 2012 when he gave 
evidence to the inquest 
into the death of 

Sean Rigg, a court heard 
this week. 

Sean died in Brixton 
police station on 21 August 
2008. Paul White was the 
custody sergeant in the 
police station on that day. 

CCTV has shown that, 
when Sean was brought to 
the police station, he was 
held in a van in the yard. 

After ten minutes he 
was moved to a caged 
area in the police station. 

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) interviewed White 
on 20 March 2009. 

White claimed that 
he walked into the yard 
and talked to Sean when 
he was in the van. 


Claimed 

“I saw him in the back of 
the van,” claimed White in 
a separate IPCC interview 
on 26 March 2009. 

But Max Hill QC, 
prosecuting, said, 
“Sergeant White was 
clearly lying”. In relation 
to White’s claim to 
have visited Sean in 
the van. Hill said “he 
was making that up”. 

CCTV footage shows 
that White walked from 
the custody desk to the 
caged area in the police 
station and didn’t go into 
the yard. He was away 
from the custody desk 
for some 50 seconds. 

The trial continues. 


Kingsley 
Burrell three 
are charged 


THREE POLICE officers 
have been charged with 
perjury and perverting 
the course of justice at 
Birmingham Magistrates’ 
Court. 

Cops Paul Adey, 

Mark Fannon and Paul 
Greenfield were not asked 
to enter a plea. 

Kingsley Burrell died 
after coming into contact 
with the police in 2011. 

Police detained Kingsley 
under the Mental Health 
Act after he called the 
police. 

The charges of perjury 
and perverting the course 
of justice relate to the 
cops’ accounts of these 
events. 

Kadisha Brown-Burrell, 
Kingsley’s sister, said she 
doesn’t “have faith in the 
justice system any more.” 

The trial is due to begin 
on 28 November. 


NEWS 


Labour activists furious 


after MPs’ vote on Yemen 


by NICK CLARK 


LABOUR PARTY members and 
activists were outraged last week 
as more than 100 Labour MPs 
refused to vote for their party’s 
motion on the war in Yemen. 

The motion called on the govern- 
ment to suspend support for Saudi 
Arabia in the war. 

Saudi airstrikes have killed hun- 
dreds of civilians since it launched 
its intervention in the war in March 
last year. 

But a total of 102 Labour MPs 
abstained or failed to turn up to vote 
on Labour’s motion. The motion fell 
by 193 votes to 283—suggesting that 
if at least 91 more Labour MPs had 
voted they could have beaten the 
Tories. 

Labour activist Stephen Barnes 
asked, “If I do a Labour doorstep, 
how to I explain the PLP’s policy on 
bombing children in Yemen?” 

Swansea Labour councillor Nick 
Davies said, “Labour rebels either 
back Tories’ support for Saudi 
Arabia’s Yemen war, or they just 
pretend to just weaken Corbyn. 
Contemptible shower.” 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn pro- 
posed the motion along with shadow 
foreign secretary Emily Thornberry 
and four other Labour MPs. 


Killed 

Thornberry pointed out that the 
United Nations had found that 2,067 
civilians had been killed in Yemen by 
the start of July this year. Of these, 
60 percent by Saudi airstrikes. 

But several Labour MPs inter- 
rupted her to object to suspending 
support for Saudi Arabia. 

John Woodcock led the attack. He 
suggested that Britain’s support for 
Saudi Arabia would “create fewer 
civilian casualties” because it was 
“focused on training Saudis to be 
better able to be in compliance with 


DEVASTATION AFTER a Saudi airstrike near Yemen’s capital Sana’a last month 


BACK STORY 


Over 100 Labour MPs last week 
refused to vote for the party’s 
motion on the war in Yemen 
@The motion called on the 
government to suspend support 
for Saudi Arabia in the war 
@Over 2,000 civilians had been 
killed in Yemen by July this year, 
60 percent by Saudi airstrikes 
@Yet some Labour MPs attacked 
the party's motion—and 102 
abstained or failed to vote 
@They prioritised undermining 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 


international humanitarian law”. 

He earlier accused Labour’s lead- 
ership of “dangerous anti-West 
posturing”. 

Labour’s motion did not call for 
Britain to stop selling arms to Saudi 
Arabia—despite the fact that British- 
made cluster bombs have been found 
in Yemen. 

Corbyn had previously said Labour 
would oppose arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia “when there are credible 
reports of human rights abuses or 
war crimes being committed”. 

There were suggestions that lead- 
ers of the Unite and GMB unions, 
which organise workers in the 
defence industry, were against 


demanding an end to arms sales. 

The vote followed reports last 
month that backbench Labour MPs 
were organising their own “shadow 
shadow cabinet” to directly under- 
mine Corbyn’s leadership. 

There was speculation that last 
week’s vote was the first example of 
that operation in action. 

It showed most Labour MPs would 
rather support British-backed wars 
in defence of “British interests” than 
support their own anti-war leader. 


¥W) What’s your story? 


Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk 


SOCIALIST WORKER APPEAL TO RAISE £125,000 
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8 Socialist Worker to help 
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Keep our paper FunnINg - 
We feb an hows! yolce for 
our struggle against the elites 

and donate what you can, 
Tam Conroy 
Unite Scottish tanker drivers’ 
branch chair (pc) 


To donate go to www.socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 


Call 020 TH40 5600 or send a cheque, payable to'SW Appeal” to PO Bow 71327, London SE11 SRW 
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MOMENTUM 
Row over 
conference 
stitch-up 


LABOUR LEFT group 
Momentum is engulfed by 
infighting. 

Momentum is set to 
hold its first conference in 
February next year, focusing 
on establishing permanent 
democratic structures. 

Its 50-strong national 
committee was set to meet 
this Saturday to decide how 
the conference will run. 

But an “emergency” 
meeting of Momentum’s 
steering committee voted to 
cancel the meeting. 

The meeting of just ten 
people then decided how 
the conference would run. 

Momentum director Jon 
Lansman pushed through a 
proposal to broadcast the 
conference on the internet, 
allowing members to vote 
online. 


Proposal 

It was in opposition to a 
proposal by FBU union 
leader Matt Wrack, who 
is also on the steering 
committee. 

He and other left 
activists say local 
Momentum groups should 
elect delegates to vote on 
motions at the conference. 

Wrack said Lansman’s 
manoeuvres were “quite 
staggering” and “insulting” 
to Momentum’s members 
and affiliated unions. 

He added that 
Lansman had “no trust or 
confidence” in local groups. 

Momentum says it has 
20,000 members and 
200,000 supporters. It has 
organised rallies that show 
the potential to mobilise 
Corbyn supporters. 

But Lansman’s proposal 
relies on the relative 
passivity of its membership. 


a a 
IN THIS WEEK 


Hated Ofsted boss 
Woodhead resigns 


CHRIS Woodhead 
resigned as Ofsted chief 
inspector on 2 November 
2000. 

Woodhead had 
attacked teachers, 
claiming 15,000 were 
“incompetent”. 

Teachers celebrated 
his resignation. 
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NEWS & COMMENT 


Refugees on 


the streets 


after camp 
demolished 


by DAVE SEWELL 


HUNDREDS OF people, includ- 
ing children, are still sleeping 
rough in and around the ruins 
of the Calais “jungle” as it is 
demolished. 

Another 1,500 children and 
others are in French government-run 
shipping containers and 
400 women and children in the offi- 
cial Jules Ferry centre. 

Those in the containers rely on 
charities and volunteers for anything 
above the one meal a day provided 
by the authorities. 

Calais Action volunteer Caroline 
Gregory told Socialist Worker, “It’s a 
really confusing and upsetting situa- 
tion for them. 

“They are being told different 
things—they keep asking us things 
like, when is the bus coming to take 
me to England? 

“And we don’t have the answer. 
Home secretary Amber Rudd has 
said she won’t take in any more 
children, so even those with a legal 
right to enter Britain don’t know if 
or when they ever will.” 

She added, “The French author- 
ities have said they might send 
more buses to take the children to 
reception centres, but we’ve had no 
confirmation.” 

The majority of Calais refugees 
have been scattered around 
450 reception centres across rural 
France. 

These include bleak warehouses 
or buildings that racists have 
attacked (see right). 


Deported 

They could be deported after their 
asylum applications have been 
processed. 

Those who stay in and around 
Calais face constant police raids and 
stop and searches. 

So 2,000 people fled the jungle in 
the run-up to the demolition. Others 
have left since to join other camps in 
the region—and the Stalingrad area 
of Paris. 

One told reporters he preferred to 
stay with others in Paris than be iso- 
lated far away. Another left Calais 
fearing arrest. 

Navil from Sudan said, “In Paris 
it’s much harder than in the jungle. 
In Calais there were doctors and 
charities. And the police here aren’t 
the same.” 


BACK STORY 


The calais “jungle” was 
demolished last month 


@Hundreds of riot cops 
descended on Calais as the camp 
was cleared 


@More than 1,000 refugees 
have been moved to shipping 
containers 


@Several thousand more have 
been scattered throughoutt 
France 


@Migrants have fought back with 


marches demanding to be let in 
to Britain 


Women in the jungle fought back 
with two protest marches, hundreds- 
strong, last week. 

They chanted “We want to go 
to England,” “Please help us,” and 
“We are human—where are human 
rights?” 

Liz Clegg, who used to run the 
unofficial women and children’s 
centre, told Socialist Worker, “The 
talk in the tabloids is that there are 
no women and only fake children— 
but there are lots of women and 
children. 


Violence 

“The majority have suffered sexual 
violence, many have been raped sev- 
eral times, or have lost husbands or 
children on the journey. 

“Many of them have relatives in 
Britain, but many simply want some- 
where they can be safe.” 

Aweek after the French authorities 
declared the jungle gone, there are 
as many migrants in Calais as at the 
peak of the notorious Sangatte camp 
in the 1990s. 

There are more migrants in Calais 
now than any time before 2014. 

Caroline said, “It’s not as if 
refugees are going to stop coming 
to Calais.” 

That’s why the Tories have con- 
tinued building their wall of shame 
around the camp even after the 
demolition. 

The only way to stop the suffering 
in northern French ports is to open 
the border so people can travel to 
Britain safely. 


9) More online 
t 


+ Refugees protest as clearance puts 
hundreds at risk bit.ly/2eTXyYw 


REFUGEES ARRIVING in Paris look for somewhere to spend the night 


Anti-racists a ‘pleasant surprise’ 
as Nazis target French villages 


FASCIST RALLIES, racist violence 
and pro-refugee welcome parties 
and counter-demonstrations have 
rocked small-town France as the 
refugees from Calais arrive. 

A coach brought 47 migrants 
from Calais to the seaside village 
of Saint-Brevin-Les-Pins in 
western France on Tuesday of 
last week. 

Hamid made his way all the 
way from Afghanistan hoping to 
join relatives in Manchester. 

Fellow Afghan Nasir speaks 
no French but does speak good 
English. This could have helped 
him build a life in Britain. 

Instead they are in an out-of- 
season holiday camp. 

Its windows had been shot at 
amid a racist campaign to turn 
them away. 

The town had seen a series of 
hundreds-strong demonstrations 
both for and against refugees— 
and it is just one among 
numerous examples. 

Sandra Cormier, a teacher in 
the nearby city of Nantes and an 
activist in the New Anticapitalist 
Party, joined the largest pro- 


The Front National on the march 


refugee demonstration there. 

“About 400 people, mostly 
locals, joined a rally called by a 
local resident’s collective set up 
to welcome migrants”, she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“That was a pleasant 
surprise—you wouldn’t 
necessarily expect such a 
committee to exist in such a 
small, quiet town.” 

The racist campaign smeared 


the migrants as fraudsters, 
terrorists and criminals. 

And it stirred up resentment 
over real economic insecurity 
that has nothing to do with 
immigration. 

The clash is part of a broader 
political crisis in France. 

Wildcat marches by cops 
won new cash, equipment and 
repressive powers last week. 

The campaign against gay 
marriage returned to the streets 
last month. 

Sandra said, “Between the 
state of emergency, Islamophobia 
and cops marching there is a 
toxic atmosphere. 

“In a dire situation there is 
a positive side, and that’s that 
people haven’t let them have 
their way. 

“There are places where 
everything has passed smoothly, 
where the only campaigns 
are to improve the migrants’ 
conditions. 

“Wherever racists have 
organised, they have faced 
opposition. And that’s a fight that 
will have to continue.” 
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Stand Up To Racism puts 
down Manchester roots 


ANTI-RACISTS are 
getting organised 

in defence of the 
refugees—and against 
the broader racist 
clampdown. 

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) supporters 
were set to protest 
outside the Home 
Office as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 
They handed in a 
petition to bring the 
children in Calais to 
Britain. 

It came days after 
200 people filled the 
Rich Mix music venue 
in east London for 
a Love Music Hate 
Racism (LMHR) gig. 

Local SUTR 
groups across Britain 
are preparing for 
Confronting the Rise 
in Racism rallies to 
build the movement in 
their area. 

Over 100 people 
joined the rally in 
Manchester last 
Saturday, including 
socialists, students, 
trade unionists 
and Labour Party 
members. 

Dianne Ngoza, a 
refugee from Congo 
said, “Britain is the 
only country in Europe 
to take such small 
numbers of refugees. 


& 1 z 
Nova Twins play at the LMHR gig 


This is racism.” 

It followed a SUTR 
organising meeting of 
26 students in the city 
last week. 

Dr Siema Iqbal, 

a local GP and 
spokesperson for 
Muslim Engagement 
and Development 
(Mend), spoke about 
Islamophobia and the 
Prevent strategy. It 
requires public service 
workers to report 
people who show signs 
of “extremism”. 
“Patients, including 
Syrian refugees 
are not telling me 
everything because 
they are worried about 
getting a Prevent 
referral,” she said. 


Labour councillor 
Rabnawaz Akbar 
spoke of his family’s 
experience of racism 
in the 1970s. 

“Tt is left to ordinary 
people to form a 
coalition to fight 
racism,” He said. 

The next rallies 
were set to take place 
in Birmingham and 
Bristol this week (see 
box below). 

A major focus 
for all SUTR groups 
will be building 
for the national 
demonstrations in 
London and Glasgow 
on Saturday 18 March 
2017. 

Thanks to Sarah 
Ensor 


Thousands drown at sea 


MORE refugees 

and migrants have 
died crossing the 
Mediterranean in 2016 
so far than the whole 
of 2015. 

A record 3,800 
people had died by 
last week, Surpassing 
last year’s 3,771 
deaths, according to 
the United Nations. 


Poll— 


TWO THIRDS of 
people in Britain 

want Theresa May to 
immediately guarantee 
the rights of European 
Union (EU) nationals 
living in Britain. 

The finding came 
from a BMG Research 
poll. 

The government 
wants to use EU 
migrants here as a 
bargaining chip in 
Brexit negotiations. 

But support for 
EU migrant rights is 
popular among Leave 
and Remain voters. 


This is despite the 
total number making 
the journey going 
down dramatically. 

That’s because a 
European Union (EU) 
and Nato clampdown 
off the Greek islands 
has driven people onto 
much more dangerous 
routes. 

The death rate has 


soared from one death 
in every 269 arrivals 
to one in 88. Half of 
those crossing this 
year took the route 
from Libya to Italy 
with a death rate of 
one in 47. 

More than 
90 people died in one 
sinking on Thursday of 
last week. 


et EU migrants stay 


STAND UP TO RACISM RALLIES 


@Birmingham: Wednesday 2 November, 7pm, 
Priory Conference Rooms, Quaker Meeting 
House, 40 Bull St, B4 6AF 


Speakers include: Natalie Bennett Green 
Party, Roger McKenzie Unison, Kadisha 
Brown-Burrell Kingsley Burrell Campaign 


@Bristol: Thursday 3 November, 7.15pm, 
Broadmead Baptist Church, BS1 3HY 


Speakers include Marvin Rees Bristol mayor, 
Dr Edie Friedman Jewish Council for Racial 


Equality 
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TORIES STRUGGLE TO 
FIGHT ON MANY FRONTS 


HERESA May’s 

ministers this week 
scuppered some of their 
predecessors’ 

key policies. 

The bill to force schools 
to become academies was 
dropped—perhaps in order to 
concentrate on grammar schools. 

Grammar schools put elitism at 
the heart of the education system. 
But they sidestep a slow and 
damaging school-by-school war 
over academies. 

A consultation was announced 
on the future of the hated and 
permanently mired in chaos “fit for 
work” tests for sick and disabled 
benefit claimants. 

Instead the Tories are looking 
for easier ways to hound them 
into jobs that aren’t suitable or 
aren't there. But it’s a sign that this 
symbol of Tory cruelty is becoming 
impossible to defend. 

May’s own policies, announced 
amid fanfare at last month’s Tory 
conference, are no more secure. 

The Financial Times newspaper 
reported that top ministers are 
already trying to water down 
her pledge to put workers on 
company boards. 

It could follow the rapidly 
abandoned idea of making firms 


UBER WIN GIVES US A LIFT 


an employment tribunal has 

ruled in favour of two Uber taxi 
drivers. 

It found they were employed by 
the company and therefore eligible 
for rights such as the minimum 
wage and paid holidays. 

Judge Anthony Snelson said, 
“The notion that Uber in London 
is a mosaic of 30,000 small 
businesses linked by a common 
‘platform’ is faintly ridiculous.” 

It’s unclear how broadly the 
ruling will apply. Many workers, 
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WHAT WE THINK 


provide lists of foreign workers. 

The Tories are nervous. They 
have to see through a Brexit that 
many didn’t want—and neither 
did the ruling class they represent. 
That means walking a tightrope. 

First May emphasised cutting 
immigration even if it meant 
leaving the European Union’s 
single market. 

Then she threw cash at Nissan 
car bosses in a pledge to keep 
single market access in all but 
name. She may not be able to keep 
both promises—or indeed either. 

The Richmond by-election 
triggered by the resignation of 
Tory MP Zac Goldsmith in protest 
at Heathrow airport expansion 
brings this to a head. 


It’s absurd that 
some Labour MPs 
don’t want to 
stand against 
Zac Goldsmith 


particularly in construction, have 
found that the law provides no 
protection from bogus 
self-employment. 

But every shred of benefit 
should be dragged from this ruling. 

The case was backed by the 
GMB union. Every union should 
now put in its own claims for 
similar groups, and strongly 
organise those who are now 
legally workers. 

Some bosses welcomed the 
decision. Uber is estimated to 
have saved a great amount of 
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, Phil Marfleet on why capitalise | yar 
Still relies on national borders 
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Running an official Tory 
candidate against him would mean 
war with local party branches and 
the potential loss of a rare pro- 
Brexit MP in May’s slim majority. 

So instead they are giving him a 
free run at grandstanding against 
government policy. 

It’s absurd that some Labour 
MPs—including Corbyn supporter 
Clive Lewis—are calling for 
Labour and the Greens not to 
stand either. 

They call for “getting out of 
the way” of the Lib Dems, to kick 
Goldsmith out of parliament and 
“halt hard Brexit in its tracks”. 

Fake green Goldsmith is the vile 
racist who smeared Labour’s Sadiq 
Khan during the London mayoral 
election. 

There must be opposition. 

But the Lib Dems aren’t it. They 
were deservedly hammered for 
propping up the Tories in coalition. 

The Brexit vote was driven in 
large part by the desire to give the 
establishment a kicking. 

It did. A weakened Tory 
government is the result. 

But if our side won’t put up 
a fight that kicking will go to 
waste—and no policies will be too 
nasty for the desperate May to 
unleash. 


money in national insurance and 
tax by saying workers were self- 
employed. Other companies said it 
gave Uber an unfair advantage. 

But neither disputes among 
bosses, nor the law, can be relied 
on to deliver workers’ rights. 

Instead we need more 
resistance and rank and file 
organisation everywhere. 

The tribunal and the strikes 
at UberEats and Deliveroo show 
that workers can and must fight 
for their rights to secure jobs and 
decent pay. 
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Trading blows turn 
treaties into toast 


ONE OF the main drivers of neoliberalism has been the 
removal of barriers to international trade. It is now in 
serious trouble. 

The establishment of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) in 1995 was meant to unleash a wave of trade 
liberalisation. But even though the WTO has greater powers 
than its predecessor, the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tariffs, it has been much less successful. 

The Doha round of trade talks, launched in November 
2001 with great fanfare as part of Western capitalism’s 
riposte to the 9-11 attacks, went nowhere. Its failure 
reflected the relative decline in the economic power of the 
US and Europe. 

The so-called Brics—Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa—had become too strong for the US and the 
European Union (EU) to ride roughshod over them. A global 
agreement that would satisfy everyone proved impossible. 

But the neoliberal politicians and bureaucrats and their 
corporate allies didn’t give up. Eventually they came up with 
two huge regional deals—the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
for the Asia-Pacific region and the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (Ttip) covering the US and the EU. 

The US was the common factor to both. But Barack 
Obama was always more interested in the TPP. This deal 
includes 12 Asia-Pacific states, but not China. 

You might think this strange, since China is the biggest 
Asian economy and the world’s largest producer and 
exporter of goods. But excluding China was the whole point 
of the deal, which is about geopolitics more than economics. 

Obama gave the game away when he said, “If we don’t 
pass this agreement—if America doesn’t write those rules— 
then countries like China will.” In other words, TPP is about 
entrenching US hegemony in Asia. It’s also probably toast. 

Even though the TPP was signed last February, Hillary 
Clinton, under pressure from Donald Trump’s campaign 
against international trade deals, has reversed her initial 
support for the deal. Whoever makes it to the White House, 
the TPP is very unlikely to be ratified by the US. 


Pushed 


Ttip was always more pushed by the EU than by the US, 

as a way of re-launching the European economy after the 
eurozone crisis. It was already in trouble before the British 
referendum, but Brexit will remove one of the strongest 
supporters of trade liberalisation in the EU. 

The recent mess over the Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (Ceta) between the EU and Canada 
underlines the difficulties Ttip faces. Negotiated over five 
years, the deal almost collapsed after the parliament of 
Wallonia, the French-speaking region of Belgium, blocked it. 

A last-minute compromise allowed Ceta to be signed 
off at the weekend. Jean-Claude Juncker, president of the 
European Commission, tweeted, “Ceta is as of today the new 
golden standard in trade agreements.” 

Even by Juncker’s standards, this is an unusually stupid 
statement. Ceta isn’t out of the woods yet. 

What the Walloon parliament objected to was the part 
investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) mechanism that 
would let transnational corporations sue signatory states 
that they claim have damaged their economic interests. 

Under the compromise that saved Ceta, Belgium and 
Wallonia have only allowed the treaty to be implemented in 
part and reserve their opposition to ISDS. 

ISDS is also included in TPP and Ttip. It is controversial 
because it gives corporations power over elected 
governments. The Ttip version has been a big factor in 
arousing opposition to the US-EU deal in Germany. 

Meanwhile, the growth in international trade has slowed 
sharply. 

Financial Times columnist Martin Wolf pointed out, 
“Between 1960 and 2015, world trade increased at an 
average rate of 6.6 percent, in real terms, while output grew 
at an average rate of 3.5 percent. Between 2008 and 2015, 
however, average annual growth of world trade was 
3.4 percent in real terms, while world output grew at 
2.4 percent.” 

None of this means that neoliberalism is finished. But the 
economic stagnation of global capitalism since the crash of 
2007-8 has weakened it badly. 
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MARCHING FOR libraries in Lambeth earlier this year 
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Time to take action to stop 
government's cull of culture 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


OVER A quarter of a mil- 
lion people in the West 
Midlands could be left with 
no art gallery, youth ser- 
vices or museums and just 
one library out of 16 in four 
years time. 

“No service is safe,” said 
Walsall council leader, 
Labour’s Sean Coughlan, as 
he unveiled the “biggest ever” 
budget cuts—£86 million by 
2020. 

Hundreds of workers’ jobs 
could also be on the line. 
Instead of implementing the 
cuts Labour should be fight- 
ing them. 

It is just one of the latest 
examples of the devastating 
impact of austerity on culture 
services. 

So the national march for 
libraries, galleries and muse- 
ums in London on Saturday is 
long overdue. 


Coalition 

The march has come from a 
coalition of trade union activ- 
ists and campaign groups 
and is backed by the PCS, 
Unite and Unison unions. It 
aims to kick-start a national 
campaign. 

Candy Udwin is a PCS rep 
and worker at the National 
Gallery. She said, “Museums 
and galleries being closed. 
Some are losing free 
entrance. 

“It’s an issue for every- 
body. If you’ve got kids, or 


if you care about culture, 
particularly outside the cul- 
tural centre of London, 
then council cuts are 
devastating. 

“It’s really a critical 
moment. If we don’t stop the 
latest attacks, lots of what’s 
been built up over the last 
100 years or so will just not 
exist. 

“We’re demanding the 
government properly protects 


libraries, museums and 
galleries.” 

Since 2010 around 8,000 
paid and trained library 
workers and 343 libraries 
have been axed. The use of 
volunteers in libraries has 
doubled. One in five regional 
museums have at least par- 
tially closed. 

Opening hours and budg- 
ets have been cut, with a huge 
increase in commercialisation 


Barnet strikes back 


BARNET council library 
workers in north London 
were set to strike 

on Saturday against 

the Tory council’s 

plans to outsource 

the library service. 

The Unison union 
members are 
fighting cuts of 
47 percent of 


, library posts. 


Staffed 


Barnet workers on the picket line 


hours at libraries are 
to be cut by 70 percent. 

This will mean for 
most of the time that 
libraries are open 
under 15 year olds 
unaccompanied by 
an adult will not be 
able to use them. 

The Tories’ proposals 
to restructure libraries 
is set to get its final 
approval at a council 
meeting on 6 December. 

Library workers plan 
four days of strikes 
between now and then. 

The next walkout 
is 12 November. 

Send solidarity messages to 
contactus@barnetunison. 
org.uk 

Donate to Barnet Unison 
Industrial Action Fund, 
Building 4, North London 
Business Park, Oakleigh 
Road South, London 


and privatisation. Income 
generation has become the 
priority for almost 80 percent 
of museums. 

All of this has not passed 
without comment. 

In many cases there has 
been massive local resistance 
to the cuts, sometimes suc- 
cessful and sometimes not. 

Some have occupied their 
local library to save it. Local 
campaign groups have been 
forged as an alliance between 
workers and users. 


Workers 

On Saturday library work- 
ers in north London were set 
to walk out against cuts (see 
box), backed by several local 
campaign groups, and join 
the central London march. 

Candy said, “It’s really 
important because there have 
been lots of local campaigns 
over libraries, museums and 
galleries. 

“That’s why it’s so impor- 
tant that we’ve got a national 
demonstration. What we 
really need is to take on the 
government and argue for 
proper funding for culture. 

“Jeremy Corbyn’s got 
some good policies on librar- 
ies—for all children to have 
access. In terms of museums 
and galleries he’s against pri- 
vatisation or for the reversal 
of privatisation. 

“Labour councils have to 
stop making the cuts. And 
we need to build a national 
movement that can stop the 
government.” 


NEWS # 


Thousands 


on streets 
to beat Tory 
health cuts 


Two huge marches to defend local 
services show a mood to defend the 
NHS, writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


THOUSANDS OF people took 
to the streets of Grantham and 
Leicester to fight against the 
Tories’ assault on the NHS last 
Saturday. 

Around 5,000 people marched 
through Grantham, Lincolnshire, to 
keep the accident and emergency 
(A&E) department open full time. 

Richard Buckwell, the chair of 
Notts Keep Our NHS Public, was in 
Grantham on Saturday. 

He said, “The march was larger 
than the first one only two months 
ago. 

“This time there were more ban- 
ners and placards from different 
groups and Unison brought two 
union banners.” 

He added, “The Labour Party was 
also more visible with their own 
banner, placard and leaflets.” 

Health bosses at the United 
Lincolnshire Hospital Trust are 
trying to axe the A&E during the 
evenings because of staff shortages. 

They have claimed that the move 
is only temporary until they recruit 
more doctors, but it is likely to be a 
prelude to closure. 

It also comes against the back- 
drop of the Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs) that 
would shut hospital departments 
across Britain. 


Closed 
As Richard said, “The department 
is still closed in the evenings and 
there are no immediate signs of 
reopening. 

“The Sustainability and 
Transformation Plan for 
Lincolnshire would turn the hospi- 
tal into an ‘urgent care service’ with 
no A&E at all.” 

Earlier that day around 1,000 
people also marched through 
Leicester to keep East Midlands 
Congenital Heart Centre open. 

NHS England bosses want to axe 
the centre at Glenfield hospital in 
the city by April of next year. 

The march was lively and chants 
of “Save our Glenfield—save our 
kids” and “Stop the cuts” rang out. 

NHS England has said the unit 


FIGHTING FOR OUR 
WELFARE STATE 


With BMA junior doctor®@Disabled People 
Against Cuts@Housing campaigner@Save Our 
Libraries and more 


Just one of the sessions at the 
Unite the Resistance conference 


Saturday 12 November 


Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 
235 Shaftesbury Ave, London WC2H 8EP 


More information at uniteresist.org 


does not meet clinical standards, 
but campaigners rightly see this as 
a smokescreen. 

The Tories are now trying to use 
clinical outcomes, instead of cost- 
based argument, to try to force 
through massive cuts. 

But the marches on Saturday 
show there is a mood to fight for 
the NHS. The Tories’ assault can be 
pushed back. 

The protests came as MPs 
slammed the government for under- 
funding the NHS. 

The Health Select Committee 
said the Tories’ claims of £10 billion 
more funding are “not only incor- 
rect but risk giving a false impres- 
sion that the NHS is awash with 
cash”. 

The fact that committee chair 
Sarah Wollaston, a Tory MP, has 
slammed the government is a sign 
of the depth of the NHS crisis and 
that its assault can be pushed back. 

As Michael Grisenthwaite from 
Leicester told Socialist Worker, 
“The protest today is a good start 
to the campaign. 

“But more protests will be 
needed to convince politicians that 
we do not want our NHS to be cut 
and privatised.” 


On other pages... 
Ly How do bosses still dare pay 
women lower wages? >>Page 17 
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Solid walkout over G4S poverty pay 
as bosses suspend GMB union reps 


HEALTH WORKERS at St George’s 
Hospital in south London struck 
for equal pay and conditions on 
Tuesday. 

News that the hospital trust had 
been placed in special measures 
was breaking as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

The GMB union members work 
for outsourcing giant G4S and 
provide ambulance transport in 
non-emergency situations. 

They want the same treatment 
as in-house NHS workers. 

Workers told Socialist Worker 
they were “barely paid” the 
minimum wage. Jake said, “We 
don’t get paid the same as other 
workers—and we haven’t had a 
pay rise in about three years. 

“We've only just got a ‘living 
allowance’, but that’s just a little 
sweetener, it’s not the same as 
London weighting.” 

He added, “I’ve been working 
here for over a decade and 
management have been fobbing 
us off with false promises all that 
time.” 

Workers are angry about G4S’s 
poverty pay, but some have also 
raised health and safety issues. 

Andy told Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
seen all sorts, including swine flu 
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On the picket line at St George’s 


outbreaks. But we don’t get offered 
flu jabs.” 

He added, “We want to have 
equal pay with in-house workers, 
just like the doctors, nurses, 
porters and everyone else.” 

The workers also demand the 
reinstatement of their two union 
reps. Kieron Merrett, the GMB 
regional organiser, told Socialist 
Worker, “We’ve had both of our 
shop stewards suspended during 
the pay dispute. 

“One of them was suspended 
only a couple of hours before we 


gave in the formal strike notice on 
25 October. G4S have said they 
have allegations against them, 
but we find the timing of the 
suspension suspicious.” 

Workers rejected a last-minute 
offer from G4S, which failed to 
bring them onto an equal footing. 

Merrett said, “We met with 
management just before the strike 
and they said the money we were 
asking for was ‘small beer’. This is 
about the principle of it now.” 

The first walkout was solid— 
and workers are determined to 
resist the attacks. As Jake said, 
“We've had a lot of support— 
practically everyone who is in the 
union is out. 

“If G4S doesn’t back down, then 
I would be prepared to go on strike 
again. We need solidarity—we’ve 
put up with this for too many 
years.” 

This is an important fight for 
equal pay and also highlights a 
key part of the Tory assault on the 
NHS—privatisation. 

Every trade unionist and health 
campaigner should build solidarity 
with these workers. 


2 November 2016 


Rush messages of solidarity to 
kieron.merrett@gmb.org.uk 
Workers’ names have been changed 
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Bombs in Yemen 
create massacre 


SAUDI ARABIAN-led coalition 
aircraft carried out another 
civilian massacre in Yemen last 
Saturday. 

They hit a prison facility in 
the city of Hodeidah killing 
at least 60 people, including 
inmates, officials and medics. 

One attack was followed soon 
by another, to wipe out rescuers. 
This method has been used in 
previous raids. 

On the same day air strikes 
on residential buildings in Salo 
killed 17 people. Britain and 
the US supply much of the 
weaponry used in these raids. 
Labour activists furious after MPs’ 
vote on Yemen—turn to page 3 


Far right Geert 
Wilders on trial 


FAR RIGHT Freedom Party 
leader Geert Wilders is on trial 
accused of racial discrimination 
and inciting hatred. 

In March 2014 Wilders asked 
a group of supporters if they 
wanted to have “more or fewer 


Geert Wilders 


Moroccans” in the Netherlands. 

When people responded 
“fewer” Wilders said, “We'll take 
care of that.” 

The Freedom Party hopes to 
make gains in elections next 
year. Its draft manifesto includes 
a promise to close every 
mosque in the country. 


Australia bans 
boat refugees 


RACIST POLITICIANS in 
Australia announced last week 
that any refugees to arrive by 
boat after 19 July 2013 are to be 
banned for life from the country. 

The Refugee Action Coalition 
said, “The announcement 
is proof positive that the 
government recognises that its 
claim that refugees from Manus 
and Nauru would never come to 
Australia is just bluster. 

“The government is trying 
to hide the fact that its 
offshore detention regime is 
disintegrating.” 

Thousands of refugee 
supporters were expected 
to attend a “Doctors’ March 
for Refugees” in Sydney this 
Saturday. 


INTERNATIONAI@@% 


Millions of students join 
a national strike in Spain 


ul DAVE SEWELL 


SCHOOL AND college students 
struck and protested across the 
Spanish state last week against 
exams they fear will bring back 
the elitism of former dictator 
Francisco Franco. 

The strike last Wednesday, 
called by the Union of Students, 
involved students from the ages of 
14 upwards and teachers who 
struck alongside them. Huge 
marches also involved many par- 
ents bringing younger children. 

Organisers say two million stu- 
dents, or 90 percent, stayed out of 
class, and 200,000 people joined 
70 marches across the state. 

This academic year sees the 
first trials of exams for 15-16 and 
18 year olds that could see them 
barred from going to university. 

On the march in Madrid, teaching 
student Amara told El Mundo 
newspaper, “It’s not fair that a 
student could work hard through- 
out their studies, but still need an 
exam in order to graduate.” 

Maria, marching with her two 
children aged five and six years 
old, added, “I want them to have 
an egalitarian education. 


Lifetime 
“If they have one bad day it ruins a 
lifetime of effort.” 

Marchers chanted “Get the work- 
ers’ children into university”. 

Ana Garcia, general secretary of 
the Union of Students, said, “These 
exams seek to kick young people 
out of education—and it is we who 
come from the working class who 
will suffer most.” 

On the day of the strike Spain 
still had no government after ten 
months of deadlock. 

But prime minister Mariano 
Rajoy of the conservative PP won 


MOROCCO 


Fish seller’s death sparks 


bd CHARLIE KIMBER 


PROTESTS HAVE broken out 
across Morocco in north Africa 
after the death of a fish seller 
became a symbol of anger 
against the regime. 

Mouhcine Fikri was crushed 
by a compactor in a refuse truck 
in the northern port city of 
Al Hoceima on last Friday. 

He had jumped in to retrieve 
his merchandise, which had 
been confiscated by police. 

Police claim they turned the 
machine on to “send a warning”. 

Protests immediately broke 
out in the city. Demonstrations 


Standing Rock protests against pipeline 


NATIVE AMERICANS and activists defending the 
Standing Rock camp and burial grounds in North 
Dakota face increasing police repression. 

The Sitting Rock Sioux say the Dakota Access 


a parliamentary vote to form a 
minority government last Saturday. 

It was only possible because 
all but 15 MPs of the Labour-type 
Socialist party abstained. 

Marchers were furious at the 
compromise, chanting “Whoever 
doesn’t vote is with the PP”, “Rajoy 
out” and “More teachers, fewer 
ministers!” 

The exams are part of a law voted 
in three years ago. It faced massive 
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One of the protests in Morocco 


protesters. 


opposition at the time and its 
return could cause big problems for 
Rajoy’s fragile new administration. 

It underlines the need for an 
independent revolutionary organi- 
sation to help shape the struggles. 

Rajoy rushed to tell students that 
the exams would not be rolled out 
before a “national education pact”. 
The Union of Students pointed out 
that that was always the case. 

It vowed to call more strikes 


Pipeline will destroy sacred burial grounds. 
Police have deployed military-style hardware 
such as armoured cars and CS gas to drive back 


on 24 November if the law wasn’t 
repealed, and called on trade 
unions to join them in a general 
education strike. 

In a statement it said, “This gov- 
ernment is weak, illegitimate, and 
we are going to bring it down.” 


On other pages... 
Ly Rigged for the bosses—the US 


election >>Pages 10&11 


protests against regime 


spread to Marrakesh and Rabat, 
the capital, the next day. 

Some activists say Fikri’s 
death could be as significant as 
that of Mohamed Bouazizi. 

Bouazizi was a fruit seller in 
Tunisia who set himself on fire in 
December 2010 sparking a wider 
revolt that toppled a dictator. 

There is bitterness over 
economic and political issues. 

About 30 percent of the 
population in Morocco is 
between the ages of 15 and 
29, and there is very high 
unemployment. 

Al Hoceima is part of the Rif 
region of north Morocco. 

It has a history of revolt 


against colonialism and the 
Moroccan monarchy, which still 
holds great power. 

It is significant that some 
protesters in other parts of the 
country chanted, “We are all Rif” 
as an act of solidarity. 

King Mohammed VI has ruled 
since 1999. 

Although there were 
parliamentary elections in 2011 
and then again last month, the 
King has effective control. 

Oppositional forces are 
repressed. 

The regime has close ties 
with the French and Spanish 
governments and is a close ally 
of the US. 


LETTERS 


Tories still 
homophobic 


THIS WEEK a Tory minister 
of Justice talked out a 
private member’s bill that 
would have pardoned men 
convicted of past 
homosexual offences. 

It could not become law 
even though it had wide 
support even from some 
Tories less nasty than those 
in the government. 

Almost at the same time 
David Cameron was being 
given an award by the gay 
newspaper Pink News for 
allowing gay marriage. 

The two events sum up 
the double standards and 
hypocritical attitude of the 
Tories to LGBT + 
oppression. 

Put simply they are not 
to be trusted and are well 
capable of switching from 
supporting gay rights to 
jumping onto a bigoted 
bandwagon as the right are 
doing in eastern Europe. 

Noel Halifax 
East London 


CONVICTED MEN will have 
to apply for the pardons, a 
costly bureaucratic process 
brought in by a cost-cutting 
government! 

Who will pay, and why 
should they? 

If it is no longer a 
criminal offence then it 
should be pardoned. 

Gay men used to plead 
guilty to non-sexual offences 
such as disorderly conduct 
to avoid an alternative 
sexual charge leading to a 
public trial. 

People were unable to 
bring forward alibi evidence 
originally because it would 
have led to their jailing for 
the far more serious offence 
of being gay and sexually 
active. 

The Tories brought in 
Clause 28 and stoked 
homophobic fears over Aids. 
They haven’t changed much. 

Hugh Parsons 
Swansea 


Failed shut down of 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 


Offers to help refugees show 
how racism can be undercut 


THE EVENTS in Calais last week 
exposed the incompetence and the 
brutality of both the British and 
French governments. 

The camp is smashed. The 
refugees are dispersing. 

Some are taking their chances 
elsewhere, some are now in the 
centres set up across France. 

The shape of the crisis has 
changed, but it has not gone away. 

Volunteer groups will be 
restructuring their operations. 

They will need money for fuel 
and toll roads to deliver aid to 
widely dispersed refugees. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people have donated. We need to 
build the campaign to get all those 
who want to come to Britain 
through the borders. 


Skinhead 


The will to do it is there. Don’t 
mourn, organise. 

The humanitarian aid and 
support is inspirational—this is a 
strong base on which to build a 
movement and achieve a political 
solution and a real future for these 
people. 

Margot, Pura, Jo and loanna 
in Calais 


MWHEN THE announcement came 
that 70 children would be offered 
a haven in Devon a racist Facebook 
page appeared saying they were 
not welcome. There has been the 
outpouring of offers of practical 
support for refugees. 

The Exeter Express & Echo 
newspaper reported that “Devon 
County Council says it has been 


inundated with offers of help and 
support from local people in 
response to the arrival of a 
number of young people from the 
refugee camp in Calais”. 

This is not an isolated response. 
Throughout the West Country 
people have been collecting money 

for refugees. 

This is intensely political in an 
area which is the home turf of a 
very nasty, very racist Tory right. 

In Exeter, Labour Party and 
Socialist Workers Party activists 
have been hammering home the 
“refugees are welcome here” 
message on the streets. 

There is much more to be done 
but the tide is turning in our favour. 

Pat and Steve Campbell 
Exeter 


anti-Zionist meeting 


MANCHESTER Socialist 
Worker Student Society 
was due to hold a meeting 
on “How can Palestine be 
free?” two weeks ago in the 
students’ union (SU). 

But the room booking was 
cancelled because of “safety” 
concerns. Some people had 
tweeted the SU saying that 
because the meeting was 
about Palestine it would 
definitely be antisemitic. 

So tweeting the SU can 
now get a meeting pulled. It 
shows how smears against 


anti-Zionists can be used to 
hollow out what little 
student democracy we have. 

But despite the 
cancellation we relocated 
the meeting across the road 
and about 40 people still 
showed up. 

The smears clearly aren’t 
working as well as some 
people might wish and there 
is a clear mood for 
anti-Zionist politics on 
campus. 

Bethan Turner 
Manchester University SWSS 


culture was 
complicated 


IT’S BOTH a shame and 
inaccurate for Stan Bailey 
to criticise Don Letts’ 
documentary on Skinheads 
in the way he does (Social- 
ist Worker, 29 October). 
The significance of Letts’ 
film is that it allows 
skinheads to talk for 
themselves about the joys, 
and problems, of skinhead 
culture. That includes racist 
violence in the late 1960s, 


Don Letts’ documentary stirred debate 


particularly after Enoch 
Powell’s Rivers of Blood 
speech, and fascists trying 
to appropriate the scene in 
the late 1970s. 

Indeed, much of the film 
shows the hatred of some 
for the fascists who moved 


in on skinhead. Stan should 
perhaps watch it again. 
After decades of 
misrepresentation of the 
scene, Letts’ work is 
welcome. 
Paul Sillett 
East London 
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Brutal truth 
about DWP 


THE BRUTAL truth of 
having anything to do 
with the Department for 
Work and Pensions is 
that everyday you fight 
the urge to crawl into a 
grave. 

You keep fighting 
because you hope to 
keep going until the kids 
can get something better. 

Patrice 
on Twitter 


Lambeth’s 
black history 


ACROSS Lambeth there’s 
been a programme of 
over 60 events for Black 
History Month. 

The more political 
events have seen some 
of the biggest audiences. 

Seventy people 
came to a meeting 
about Bob Marley as a 
revolutionary. 

There’s an audience 
for radical politics. 

Tim O'Dell 
South London 


EU’re no friend 
of migrants 


WASN'T IT great how 
that “anti-racist” EU 
stepped in to defend the 
refugees and migrants 
of the Calais “jungle” 
from the brutality of the 
French state? 
Sasha Simic 
East London 


Young doesn’t 
have a clue 


DAILY MAIL newspaper 
columnist Toby Young 
thinks the film I, Daniel 
Blake isn’t a realistic 
portrayal if life on 
benefits. 

He says Daniel isn’t 
working class because he 
listens to Radio 4. 

“I’m no expert on 
the welfare system,” he 
writes. 

Presumably he knows 
as much about working 
class life as he did about 
running a school. 

Margaret Hemsworth 
Corby 


Stop racism 
across Europe 


ACROSS Europe 
migrants have their 
valuables confiscated, 
and now we have calls 
for migrant children’s 
teeth to be checked to 
authenticate age. 
History has warned 
us. That is why building 
Stand Up To Racism is 
vital. 
John Curtis 
Ipswich 
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HE VOTE for US presi- 

dent next Tuesday will 

pitch two of the most 

unpopular and reac- 

tionary candidates ever 

against each other. 
Whoever wins will be distrusted 
and disliked by a majority of the 
population. 

A poll in September showed 
Republican Donald Trump was seen 
unfavourably by 64 percent of people. 
Almost half said he was a racist. 

But Democrat Hillary Clinton was 
only just ahead of him. Her unfavour- 
ability rating was 60 percent. 

A more extreme verdict came in a 
recent poll of young people. A quar- 
ter of 18-35 year olds said they would 
prefer a giant meteor destroying the 
Earth than seeing either Trump or 
Clinton in the White House. 

The deep-seated bitterness against 
both the major parties and their 
candidates is rooted in inequality, 
racism, economic insecurity and a 
hatred of the political and business 
elites. 

The “American dream” is long 
dead. Despite all the improvements 
in technology, and all the fabulous 
profits delivered for US corporations, 
average hourly wages are still lower 
in real terms than they were in 1973. 

But the economic squeeze on 
working class people over decades is 
much worse than that. An extraordi- 
nary statistic produced in the last few 
weeks showed that the wealth of the 
typical household has fallen by 14 
percent since 1984. 


Soaring 

Meanwhile the richest in society are 
soaring away from the rest. The share 
of all income going to the top 1 per- 
cent increased from 10 percent in 
1981 to 22 percent last year. 

It is no surprise that this has pro- 
duced utter scorn for the idea that 
US society and US democracy are the 
pinnacle of human achievement. 

Amy Harrison, a socialist in 
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Donald Trump gains from disillusionment with the mainstream 


FEATURE 


Portland, Oregon, spoke to Socialist 
Worker. She said, “Lots of people 
look at the way the US is today and 
think it’s baloney when Clinton says 
it’s a great society or when Trump 
says he’ll make it great again. 

“People shouldn’t vote for Trump, 
he stands for everything I hate. But 
it’s touch and go whether I’ll vote 
at all, and if I do I might vote for a 
candidate I know has no chance of 
winning.” 

It’s not just living standards, pov- 
erty and insecurity that embitter 
people. 

Police kill people, especially black 
people, on an almost daily basis— 
and they nearly always get away 
with it. 

Because of the “war on drugs” and 
former president Bill Clinton’s Crime 
Bill, nearly 8 million people today 
have spent time behind bars at some 
point in their life. 

This is up from 1.5 million 40 years 
ago. For African-Americans, the per- 
centage of adults who are prisoners 
or former prisoners has grown from 
3 percent in 1980 to over 10 percent 
in 2010. 


Obscene 
A society in crisis has produced this 
lowlife presidential contest. 

Donald Trump is a racist who glo- 
ries in obscene wealth and boasts of 
sexual assaults on women. He’s a 
billionaire property speculator who 
claims to stand up for put-down ordi- 
nary people. 

He’s a thug and patently out for 
himself. But if he loses, as is expected, 
he will still have won the support of 
some 50 million voters or more. His 
support reveals the frustration and 
hatred of the elites in society. 

People who feel marginalised, 
never listened to, derided by the 
media and ignored by the politi- 
cians are looking for a chance to hit 
back. As elsewhere this mood can 
be dragged rightwards—and much 
of Trump’s support gels around a 
vicious racism. But it’s not just racism 
that drives his vote. 

This is particularly so in areas 
where there has been widespread 
job losses in recent decades. Trump 
looks likely to win a majority of votes 
in parts of Appalachia where tens of 
thousands of jobs have gone in the 
mines and linked industries. 

Most people know that Trump’s 
promises to bring back those jobs are 
hollow. But Clinton’s contempt for 
the miners, ex-miners and the places 
where they live means they certainly 
won't back her. 

Clinton is the very worst can- 
didate to win over working 
class people from Trump. 
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bringing crime. 
Donald Trump 


During the four-year period from 
2009 to 2012, 35 percent of the 
population had at least one spell 

of living below the poverty line 
lasting two or more months. The 
poverty line is £9,000 a year for an 
individual, £19,500 for a family of 
four. 


Between 2000 and 2014, the 
maternal death rate in the US rose 
by 27 percent. The US is the only 
advanced country to record a rise 
in maternal deaths. Since 1987, the 
maternal mortality rate in the US 
has more than doubled. 


In one year, 2015, the richest 0.1 
percent of households saw their 
incomes rise by nearly 9 percent to 
an average of £5 million. The wealth 
of the 400 richest individuals in the 
US rose from £1,000 billion in 2009 
to £2,000 billion in 2015. 


American Empire 
safer with Clinton 


THE REVELATIONS about 
Trump’s disgusting behaviour 
have been extremely helpful for 
Clinton. They have narrowed the 
debate to the fact that at least 
she isn’t Trump, and distracted 
from revelations about her own 
secrets. 

A series of leaked emails shows 
how Clinton’s £200,000 a time 
speeches to finance houses and 
bankers were peppered with 
cynical references to how politics 
was “really done”. 

But Clinton’s crimes are in 
plain sight. She wants to go 
further than Barack Obama did in 
bullying and terrorising the world 
through the use of US military 
power. 

She would pour more firepower 
into Syria and thought Obama 
was sending too few troops to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Trump wants to ban Muslims 
from the US. Clinton disapproves 
of that but doesn’t mind killing 
them. 

Robert Kagan is a leading 
neoconservative and founder of 
the notorious Project for a New 


American Century which played a 
big role in defining the ideology of 
“regime change” and pushing for 
the Iraq war. 

He said, “For this former 
Republican, and perhaps for 
others, the only choice will be to 
vote for Hillary Clinton. The party 
cannot be saved, but the country 
still can be.” 


Erratic 

Dozens of retired military leaders 
have come out for Clinton. They 
see her as a reliable defender 

of US imperialism whereas they 
regard Trump as erratic and an 
unknown quantity. 

Clinton spent the whole 
campaign against Sanders saying 
that free college tuition in public 
colleges was impossible, and how 
anything along the lines of the 
British NHS was impossible. 

Clinton will be the puppet of 
Wall Street and big oil if she is 
president. 

Of the £72 million donated 
by billionaires to the two main 
presidential candidates, almost 
£58 million has gone to Clinton. 


OVER 40,000 people struck 
at the Verizon communicaitons 
giant earlier this year (right). 
Their struggle illustrates the 
growing bitterness with U.S. 
politics and the gulf between 
rich and poor 
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There’s no hope in the politics 
of voting for the ‘lesser evil’ 


THERE IS immense pressure on the 
US left to vote for Hillary Clinton. 
She may be awful, the argument 
goes, but Donald Trump is such 

a threat and so dangerously right 
wing that we must get behind 
Clinton who is the “lesser evil”. 

Nobody would seriously claim 
that Trump and Clinton are exactly 
the same. But that’s not the end of 
the argument. 

The Democrats are one of the 
parties of US capitalism—and 
different to the British Labour Party. 

In 1964 the Republican candidate 
was Barry Goldwater, a racist Cold 
War warrior. The Democrat Lyndon 
B. Johnson (LBJ) had started the 
military build-up in Vietnam but had 
pledged not to escalate any further. 

Large sections of the left and the 
peace movement argued to go “half 
the way with LBJ”. But almost as 
soon as he was in office, Johnson 
started the process of sending 
hundreds of troops to Vietnam. 

As US socialist Hal Draper wrote 
a few years later, “So who was 
really the Lesser Evil in 1964? The 
point is that it is the question which 
is a disaster, not the answer. In 
setups where the choice is between 
one capitalist politician and another, 
the defeat comes in accepting the 
limitation to this choice.” 

Draper added, “Every time the 
liberal labour left has made noises 
about its dissatisfaction with 
what Washington was trickling 
through, all the Democrats had to 
do was bring out the bogey of the 


Republican right. 
“The lib-labs would then swoon, 
crying ‘The fascists are coming!’ and 

vote for the Lesser Evil. 

“The Democrats have learned 
well that they have the lib-lab 
vote in their back pocket, and that 
therefore the forces to be appeased 
are those forces to the right. With 
the lib-lab votes in a pocket, politics 
in this country had to move steadily 
right-right-right. 

“This is essentially why—even 
when there really is a Lesser 
Evil—making the Lesser Evil choice 
undercuts any possibility of really 
fighting the Right.” 

These are the sort of reasons why 
many on the US left are voting for 
Jill Stein, the Green Party candidate. 

Socialists can draw on the US’s 
great socialist, Eugene Debs. He said 
in 1904, “The Republican-Democratic 
party” was “the political wings of the 
capitalist system and such differences 
as arise between them relate to spoils 
and not to principles”. 

He told workers, “It is better to 
vote for what you want and not get 
it than to vote for what you don’t 
want and get it.” 

In the longer term the US 
desperately needs a credible 
alternative to the Democrats and the 
Republicans. 

The 13 million votes won by 
Bernie Sanders—when he ran 
to be the Democratic nominee 
calling himself a socialist—are one 
indication of the potential. It is a 
tragedy that Sanders betrayed his 


supporters and has meekly lined up 
to support Clinton. 

But the key driver of a political 
alternative will be protest 
movements, strikes and campaigns. 

There has not been an explosion 
of resistance in recent years, but 
there have been very important 
fights such as the drive for $15 an 
hour minimum wage, the Black 
Lives Matter movement, and the 
battles against oil pipelines and 
climate change. 

When 40,000 telecom workers 
struck for more than six weeks at 
Verizon and won at least some of 
what they were demanding it was 
a significant moment. It showed 
workers could take on a ruthless 
corporation and force them back. 

There have been other important 
strikes, and such resistance can feed 
into new political formations. 
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WHAT’S ON @ 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS 


MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
Where next after the US 
presidential election? 

Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 


{ MOVEMENT } 
EVENTS 

DORCHESTER 

After the Stand Up To 

Racism conference— 

defend refugees 


INDEPENDENT WORKING (MEBDEEN, ae 
adee can Walemiworkers abode presidential election? Hungary 1956—when Colliton Park, 
ap Wed 9 Nov, 6pm, workers took power DT11XJ. 


creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 


Belmont Cinema Cafe, 

49 Belmont St, 

AB101JS 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Book launch—A Rebel’s 
Guide to Malcolm X 

Wed 9 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38-40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

The history of the 
British working class 
Thu 10 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 


Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn addresses Stand Up To Racism national conference 


Picture: GeorF DEXTER 


Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Food Factory, 

884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, 

M19 3BN 

MEDWAY 

Noto grammars— 
what sort of education 
do we want? 

Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 
272 High St, 

ME4 4BP 

NORWICH 


Organised by Dorset Socialists 
LEEDS 

Confronting the 

rise in racism 

Speakers include councillor 
Alison Lowe, Ian Hodson 
(Bfawu union president), 
Nahella Ashraf (Stand Up 
To Racism), Dr Waqas Tufail, 
Rotherham 12 campaigner 
Shakoor Adalat. 

Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 

The Rose Bowl, 

Leeds Beckett University, 
Portland Crescent, 


ace Tats GLCREUTAIG] AUTEUR eR 16 Wood St (off Disability —a very LS13BH. 
9 y. Bradshawgate), capitalist condition Organised by Stand 
BL11DY Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm UpTo Racism 
THERE IS NO f f 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD BRADFORD Vauxhall Centre, LONDON 


The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 


Imperialism today 
Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane 


After Corbyn’s 


Johnson Place, 
NR22SA 
NOTTINGHAM 
Why is capitalism 


Portrait of Palestine 

With Tim Sanders and friends. 
Tue 29 Nov, 6-9pm, 

Four Corners Gallery, 


and used by the working class. (opposite the ice rink), | addicted to fossil fuels? 121 Roman Rd, 
They grew up under capitalism BD5 0BQ Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm E2 0QN 
é 7. i ‘ 
pels eee Lee BRISTOL re = e e C i 0 Fil al International Entrance £10 including 
9 g i Book launch—A Rebel’s Community Centre, refreshments 


The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 


Guide to Malcolm X 
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Kuumba Centre, 


how do we fight 


61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 
OXFORD 


Refugees welcome here! 
Speak out against racism 
Public Meeting 


yaean 20 Hepburn Rd, BS28 Rosa Luxemburg — 19 Nov, 2pm, 
paul lays ee A CAMBRIDGE reform or revolution? Harmony Hall, 
Penne ET meh Where next after the US Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 10Truro Rd, 
propaganda against the present Leber election? B |_| ? oh ould Forest, 
u10 Nov, 7.30pm, anzil Way 17 7BY. 
aed FReTaceactiononnhe Signal Box, 0 i sO C i a TS iw (off Cowley Rd), Organised by Stand 
workers themselves can destroy Glenalmond Avenue B OX41YH UpTo Racism 
(off Clarendon Rd), PLYMOUTH NATIONAL 


the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 


CB2 8DB 

CARDIFF 

Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution 

Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 


BIRMINGHAM: 

CITY CENTRE 

Wed 30 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 


LONDON:BRIXTON 
Wed 30 Nov, 7pm, 

NWICEMW EIS Oita 

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra 


NORWICH 

Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 
Johnson Place, 


What is fascism and 
how do we fight it? 
Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 
PL46LF 


National Libraries, Museums 
& Galleries demonstration 
Sat 5 Nov, 12 noon, 

The British Library, 

96 Euston Rd, 

NW1 2DB. 


- a Cathays Terrace, 38/40 Holloway Circus, Rd, facing Windrush Square), NR22SA POOLE Backed by Unison, Unite 
Tee inca aly CF244HX B11EQ SW21EP The burkini ban and the and PCS unions 
y CHESTERFIELD PORTSMOUTH rise of Islamophobia National demo— United 


against those from other countries. 
We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 
We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 


Book launch— Over the 
Rainbow—LGBT+ Liberation 
for the 21st Century 

Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 


BRISTOL 

Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 


CAMBRIDGE 


LONDON:NORTH 

Wed 23 Nov, 7.45pm, 

Kurdish Community Centre, 
11 Portland Gardens, N4 LHU 


LONDON: TOWER 


Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre, 
River's St, 

P05 4EZ 


Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops, 

88 High St, 

BH151DB 

ROTHERHAM 

Where next after the US 


for Education 

Sat 19 Nov, assemble 12 noon, 
Park Lane (nearest tube 
stations Marble Arch 

and Bond Street). 

Organised by National 


dean. Waauasaravalll Ganuitne S401QN Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, HAMLETS SHEFFIELD: CITY presidential election? Union of Students and 
22 ee iremenace ne DONCASTER Signal Box, Thu 1 Dec, 7pm, CENTRE Wed 16 Nov, 7pm, University & College Union 
THEE Ra rOnee Orin Geeta si Where next after the US GlenalmondAvenue,CB28DB Oxford House, Derbyshire St Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, Talbot Lane Methodist Marxism 2017 
Te seae aie SoCs presidential election? (opposite Bethnal Green Central United Church Centre, 6-9 July 2017 
EAvaTURIOn eaniGbeurvivellt Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, LEEDS: CITY CENTRE Le (elo) a ao) Ley Reformed Church, Moorgate St, Central London. 
Women’s Centre, Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 60 Norfolk St S60 2EY Hosted by the 


isolation in one country. 
In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 
We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 


21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH 
EDINBURGH 

Hungary 1956—when 
workers took power 
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Where next after the US 
presidential election? 


The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
Si ND) 


LIVERPOOL 

Thu 24 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
22 School Lane, L1 3BT 


MANCHESTER 

Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 
Mechanics Institute, 

103 Princess St, M1 6DD 


NEWCASTLE 

Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 
Market St, NEL6HQ 


(near Crucible Theatre), 
$12JB 


YORK 

Wed 23 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 
Y0104AH 


SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Theresa May, Hillary 
Clinton, Angela Merkel... 
do women in power 
make a difference? 

Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St 

(near Crucible Theatre), 


Socialist Workers Party 
OXFORD 

Confronting the 

rise in racism 

Thu 17 Nov, 7pm, 

Oxford Town Hall, 

St Aldate’s, OX1 1BX. 
Supported by Oxford & District 
Trades Council, Oxfordshire 
Unite Health, PCS DWP Oxon 


Wed 9 Nov, 6.30pm, $12JB & Bucks, Oxford City Unison, 
oe piiateiade adele Brian Jackson House, SOUTHAMPTON Oxford Convoy2Calais 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 2 New North Parade (near LONDON:EALING LONDON:LEWISHAM LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS Who was LeonTrotsky? PORTSMOUTH 
transgender people. both train and bus stations), Open the borders— why Where next after the US Tory cuts and privatisation — Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, Confronting the 

Walderengine right ae HD15JP socialists oppose all presidential election? is there a solution to Central Baptist Church Hall, rise in racism 
HULL immigration controls Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, the NHS crisis? Devonshire Rd, Speakers include Amanda 


believers to practise their religion 


: A The Paris Commune Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, West Greenwich Community Wed 9 Nov, 7pm, $015 2GY Martin, National Union of 
UMC eee Laeeinie see: 1871 —the first time Y Lounge, and Arts Centre, Oxford House, SWANSEA Teachers executive, plus 
workers took power YMCA West London, 141 Greenwich High Rd Derbyshire St Where next after the US more to be confirmed. 

Lhe bara pin Thu 17 Nov, 7.30pm, 25 St Mary’s Rd, (near Greenwich main (opposite Bethnal presidential election? Thu 24 Nov, 7pm, 
militant sections of the working Cafe Licious, W5 2RE line and DLR station), Green Rd Tesco), Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, Portsmouth Friendship Centre, 
class have to be organised into a 104 Cottingham Rd, LONDON: HACKNEY SE108JA E26HG Brynmill Community Centre, Elm Grove, Southsea, 
revolutionary socialist party. HU67RZ US power —is this LONDON: NEWHAM a LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST St Albans Rd, PO5 1JT. 

Such a party can only be LANCASTER going to be the second How Asians built the British Disability —a very SA2 0BP Organised by Stand 
built by activity Inthe mass Where next after the US American century? working class movement capitalist condition WOLVERHAMPTON UpTo Racism 
organisations of the working class presidential election? Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, Wed 9 Nov, 7pm, Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, AND WALSALL 

We have to prove in practice 5 Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, The Round Chapel, Stratford Advice Arcade, Quaker Meeting House, Cuts in Walsall—how can 
sa capdareye na nS AHEM ee aaL anal Friends Meeting House, 2 Powerscroft Rd 107-109 The Grove la Jewel Rd Labour fight the Tories? 
pagla-s anne reveals (bless are Meeting House Lane, (corner Lower Clapton Rd), (next to Morrisons car park), (off Hoe St), Thu 10 Nov, 7.30pm, 
opposed to their own interests LAL1TX E50PU E15 1HP E17 4QU The Royal Hotel, 
Welnewene lawiltl avaaticamnd file LEEDS: CITY CENTRE LONDON: HARINGEY LONDON: SOUTHWARK MANCHESTER: CHORLTON Ablewell St, 
aaaraneur oman tie waters Where next after the US Where next after the US Where next after the US Capitalism and WS12EL 

. presidential election? presidential election? presidential election? species extinction YORK 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 


Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd 

(corner Vincent Rd), 

N15 3QH 


Thu 10 Nov, 7pm, 

Snug room, The Grand Union, 
26 Camberwell Grove 

(off Camberwell Church St), 
SE58RE 


Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 
Barlow Moor Rd, 

M21 8BF 


Can we feed the world? 
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

YO10 4AH 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 


How revolutionary times 
produced revolutionary art 


A new documentary film on Russia’s revolutionary avant-garde artists has its 
flaws, says Christine Lewis, but it gives an insight into the tumultuous time 


THE 1917 Russian Revolution 
unleashed a torrent of creativity 
in every field of art, from painting 
and sculpture to acting, poetry and 
architectural engineering. 

But much of the information about 
these artists and their work have 
been lost. A new film, Revolution— 
New Art for a New World, aims to 
uncover this hidden history. 

The film-maker’s interpretation 
of the revolution obscures rather 
than clarifies the history. But there’s 
enough information to allow us to 
read between the lines. 

Original footage of works of art 
and scenes from the revolution itself 
give insight into the artists’ aspira- 
tions to “destroy the old and create 
the new”. Interviews with the artists’ 
surviving family members give space 
to authentic voices. 


Breakthrough 

For example, Nina Suetin—daugh- 
ter of graphic artist Nikolai Suetin— 
describes how the young artists had 
all been on the barricades. 

For them, the revolution was a 
breakthrough to a new world. 

The film offers an opportunity to 
see the work of Russian avante-garde 
figures discussed in an historical 
context. Artists such as Kandinsky, 
Malevich, Rodchenko and filmmakers 
Vertov and Eisenstein are featured. 

It’s also clear from the film that 
revolution was not just producing 
new forms of art but new artists. 

Among the leaders of the move- 
ment were painters such as 
Kuzma Petrov-Vodkin, the son of a 
maid and a shoe maker, and Gustav 
Klutsis, from a peasant background. 

There’s also the artist who invented 
photo montage, Pavel Filonov—the 


4 for 


sixth son of a cab driver. 

The film demonstrates this was art 
for the people. Early footage shows 
“agitational” trains painted with 
avante-garde images which were sent 
cross-country to deliver lectures, the- 
atre and music to workers. 

Alongside Rodchenkos famous 
poster of Lily Briggs shouting 
“books”, it conveys the excitement 
around the “agitation for literacy” 
taking place. 

The use of artists’ own words 
describe the anxiety felt as the rev- 
olution faltered. Kandinsky thought, 
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PAVEL FILONOV—Heads (Human In th 


e world) 


“The more frightening the world 
becomes, the more art becomes 
abstract. 

“The nightmare of materialism 
which has turned the life of the uni- 
verse into an evil useless game, is not 
yet passed. It holds the awakening 
soul, still, in its grip.” 

We also see how the rise of Stalin 
brings with it the cult of Lenin and 
the promotion of Socialist Realism. 

Censorship and other ideological 
restrictions were used to stifle the 
creativeness and free thinking of the 
avante-garde artists. 


Picture: Foxtrot Fitms 


Revolutionary artists, writers, 
poets and scientists were declared 
enemies of the state. Many were 
executed or sentenced to hard labour 
as decrees were issued to destroy 
their works. 

Despite its flaws, there is enough 
in this documentary to give a sense 
of the aspirations and achievements 
of the revolution and the role played 
by its artists. 

But it is also a warning of the con- 
sequences of defeat. 

Revolution—New Art for a New World is 
in cinemas 10 November 


Boyz n the Hood re-release couldn't be more relevant 


FILM 


BOYZ N THE HOOD 
Directed by John Singleton 
Re-released and out now 


BACK IN the early 1990s 
anyone who followed black 


American culture could Blood-soaked sidewalks 
sense a coming explosion. | merge into child’s pictures 
A series of black films were | that depict funerals and 


omens of a new era. 

Boyz n the Hood, by 23 
year old writer-director 
John Singleton, was one of 
the hardest hitting. Now, 
after 25 years, the film is 
rightly hailed a classic and 
has been re-released. 

Its central themes— 


racism, poverty, police 
and gang violence, and 
the complete indifference 
of the state—could not be 
more relevant today. 

The central characters 
are shown growing up in 
mid-1980s Los Angeles. 


coffins. The film then 
jumps forward seven 
years and the innocence of 
early youth is increasingly 
clouded. 

Cuba Gooding stars 
as Tre Styles, a bright 
teenager who ought to 
have a great future. Furious 


The film has been re-released 


fears for his future. 


and power. 


the group of friends 


end in tragedy. 


Styles, played by Laurence 
Fishburne, tries his best 
to shield his son from the 
worst of the ghetto but 


Ricky (Morris Chestnut) 
is a talented athlete and 
looks set for a football 
scholarship at college. But 
his half-brother, Doughboy 
(NWA rapper, Ice Cube), is 
by now a member of the 
Crips gang. They are locked 
into a battle for territory 


Despite their intentions, 


become trapped in a spiral 
of violence that can only 


One of the great 
strengths of the film is how 
it shows the way racism 
and poverty impact, rather 
than making cheap moral 
points about the dangers of 
guns and drugs. 

The depiction of the 
police was controversial 
at the time of the original 
release. Some said it 
overstated a problem. 

But in 1992, a year after 
the film’s release, Los 
Angeles was burning, and 
the biggest urban uprising 
since the 1960s roared in 
response to vicious police 
racism. 

Yuri Prasad 
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MUSIC 


NONAGRAM 
by Soweto Kinch. Out now. 
soweto-kinch.com/music 


MATHEMATICS and 
geometry have long 
provided inspiration for 
musicians. 

Numerical concepts like 
the Fibonacci sequence 
and the “golden ratio” 
can be found in the music 
of everyone from Bach to 
Bartok, from John Coltrane 
to Steve Coleman. 

Saxophonist, composer, 
rapper and radio host 
Soweto Kinch’s new album 
Nonagram revolves around 
a nine-sided wheel, or 
nonagon. Each musical 
point along the wheel 
explores a different number 
or shape. 


THEATRE 


WHAT SHADOWS 

by Chris Hannan 

until 12 November 

Tickets from £15 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
birmingham-rep.co.uk 


OXFORD academic and 
daughter of a Caribbean 
migrant Rose Cruickshank 
wants answers. Enoch 
Powell’s racist “rivers 

of blood” speech about 
immigration shattered her 
childhood. 

Now she wants to know 
what led him to give the 
speech. Will a meeting with 
the man himself allow her 


Racist bigot Enoch Powell 


to find the inner peace she 
desperately craves? 

Actor Ian McDiarmid 
plays MP Enoch Powell in 
the world premiere of What 
Shadows. 


AFTER ORLANDO 

Thu 3rd Nov, 7.45pm, £10. 
Gerry’s Studio, 

Theatre Royal Stratford East, 
Gerry Raffles Square, London, 
E15 1BN. 

bit.ly/2dWmz6T 


AFTER ORLANDO is a 
global theatre action 
in response to the 
homophobic massacre 
in the Pulse nightclub in 
Orlando, Florida, where 
49 people died on 12 June. 
This Chaskis Theatre 
event will include staged 
readings of 25 plays and 
poems influenced by the 
Orlando shootings, plus 
live music and dancing. 
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HISTORY & THEORY 


LLEN Wilkinson 

was a Labour 

MP at a time 

when people 

in the Labour 

Party were 
proud to call themselves 
socialist. 

She is best known as the 
MP who led the famous 
Jarrow Crusade against 
unemployment in 1936. 

But in 1920, Wilkinson 
was also a founding member 
of the Communist Party of 
Great Britain. 

And, according to a new 
biography of Wilkinson by 
historian Laura Beers, she 
was a “self-professed Marxist 
throughout her political 
career”. 

Yet Wilkinson ended up 
becoming a minister in a 
coalition government led 
by the Tories, and later a 
cabinet minister in a Labour 
government. 

Beers’ book Red Ellen— 
Wilkinson’s nickname— 
charts her path from revolu- 
tionary to cabinet minister. 

It begins with Wilkinson’s 
early life, which she spent 
fighting for radical change in 
society. 

As a teenager from a 
working class family in 
Manchester, Wilkinson 
attended meetings of the 
Independent Labour Party and 
other socialist societies. 

She quickly became a 
dedicated activist, joining 
the Manchester Society for 
Women’s Suffrage at university. 

Wilkinson’s activism 
landed her a job as an organ- 
iser for the National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies. 
She later worked for the AUCE 
shopworkers’ union, recruiting 
women workers. 

During the First World War, 
Wilkinson helped to organise 
strikes among rank and file 
workers despite the reluctance 
of some trade union leaders. 

The leaders of her own 
union tried to sack her after 
she helped to organise a print 
workers’ strike in 1918. 


Militancy 

Wilkinson combined her indus- 
trial militancy with radical 
politics. 

At around the same time 
she joined a group of “Guild 
Socialists” called the National 
Guilds League. 

The group envisaged a world 
in which workers ran their own 
workplaces through workers’ 
guilds. 

Everything would be 
produced for the common 
good, not for profit, creating a 
radically different society. 

Wilkinson was inspired by 
the guild socialists’ promise of 
a new world that “sought to 
address many of the injustices 
of modern capitalist society”. 
This was at a time when unrest 
was sweeping across Britain 
and Europe. 

Wilkinson was a trade union 
organiser during a period of 
mass strikes and rocketing 
trade union membership. 


A new biography of MP and campaigner Ellen Wilkinson 
documents her fight for radical change—and how a 
commitment to parliament scuppered it, writes Nick Clark 
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Red Ellen 


The new biography 


Unfortunately Beers gives 
little sense of the turmoil in 
British society that accompa- 
nied Wilkinson’s radicalisation. 

There’s even less on the 
revolt against the war that had 
spread across Europe. 

Revolutions in Russia and 
Germany put an end to the 
First World War. The Russian 
Revolution in 1917 inspired 
workers in Britain to fight back. 

But Beers’ attitude towards 
the revolution is somewhat cool 
to say the least. 


It became more 
difficult to be a 

member of both 
Labour and the 

Communists 


She seems unconvinced that 
the revolution was genuinely a 
revolt from below. 

And she trots out the familiar 
and false slur that after the rev- 
olution, “the brutality and cen- 
tralisation of Marxism in power 
revealed itself”. 

Yet she does acknowledge 
that the revolution radicalised 
swathes of people—including 
Wilkinson. 

Beers describes how 
Wilkinson visited an 
international conference of 


socialist students in 1920 with 
communist Rajani Palme Dutt. 

The trip convinced her to 
join the founding conference of 
the Communist Party of Great 
Britain. She also travelled 
to Russia for a congress 
of the revolutionary Third 
International. 

Wilkinson was impressed 
by the gains made by women 
during the revolution such as 
legalised abortion and equal 
pay. 

She was also enthusiastic 
about the congress’s focus on 
action and “struggle in the 
immediate future”. 

And she seemed committed 
to the idea that the revolution 
had to spread to other countries. 

Returning from the congress 
she wrote, “It isno more possible 
to have a Communist Russia in 
a capitalist world than it is to 
have a Communist Manchester 
in a Capitalist Britain.” 

Yet Beers seems to think that 
Wilkinson never really believed 
in the need for a revolution at 


all. 


She insists that Wilkinson 
“certainly did not envisage a 
bloody battle between workers 
and capital in the cities and 
factories of Britain, nor would 
she have wished for one”. 


T’S TRUE that by 1924 
Wilkinson had left 
the Communists—or 
“distanced herself from 
Communist extremism” 
as Beers has it—to 
become a Labour MP. 

This was partly because she 
had become disillusioned with 
the Communist Party and the 
Third International. Stalinism 
in Russia was just emerging, 
and the International would 
soon become a tool for Stalin’s 
foreign policy. 

But there was a bigger factor. 
Wilkinson hadn’t left the Labour 
Party but it was becoming 
more and more difficult to be a 
member of both Labour and the 
Communists. 

Labour was being attacked 
in the press for being linked to 
Communists—and a witch hunt 
against Communists in Labour 
was just around the corner. 

If Wilkinson wanted to 
become a Labour MP, Beers 
explained, she would have to 
leave the Communist Party. 

As a Communist, Wilkinson 
had decided that “even allegedly 
liberal parliamentarians could 
not be trusted to transform 
society”. 

But she still believed that 
“what was needed was an 
influx of Communist politicians 
committed to the overthrow of 
the existing order”. 

In other words, she still saw 
getting elected to parliament as 
the way to get rid of capitalism. 

So when faced with a choice— 
stay with the Communists and 
remain an activist, or stick with 
Labour to become an MP—she 
chose Labour. 

Wilkinson stayed on the 
side of workers fighting back. 
She railed against the poverty 
in her new constituency of 
Middlesbrough East. 
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Being an MP didn’t stop her 
from criticising the leaders 
of the TUC for selling out the 
General Strike of 1926. 

And as MP for Jarrow in 
1936 she helped to organise 
the march to London against 
unemployment—although this 
was one of the least radical 
“hunger marches” of the 1930s. 

As Wilkinson’s parliamentary 
career went on she began 
to move further away from 
revolutionary politics. 

Instead, she “came to believe 
that the revolution could be 
achieved at the ballot box, 
if only the workers could be 
educated for socialism”. 

This led her to take some 
surprising positions. An early 
sign came at the Labour 
women’s conference in 1928. 


ilkinson 
sided with 
the party’s 
leadership 
against a 
proposal 
that Labour should promise 
to give working class women 
state-sponsored access to 
information on contraception. 

Until then she had been “an 
outspoken supporter of improv- 
ing access to contraception”. 

There was a reason for this. 
Having been elected Labour 
MP, Wilkinson’s next step was 
to gain more influence at the 
top of the party. 

Labour’s leadership was 
worried that support for 
greater access to contraception 
would cost the party votes. So 
Wilkinson dropped the issue. 

“Ellen did not always put her 
career before principle,” Beers 
explains apologetically. “But 
here was her chance to move 
from the radical fringe to the 
centre of the party.” 

But it was as a minister in Tory 
Winston Churchill’s wartime 
government that Wilkinson 
moved furthest to the right. 

In 1941 she travelled to 
Tyneside to try and end a 
dockworkers’ strike, telling the 
strikers, “If you want to fight, 
fight Hitler.” 

In the same year she 
supported the government’s 
ban on the Communist 
newspaper the Daily Worker. 

After nearly twenty years 
focusing on parliament, 
Wilkinson had changed quite 
drastically from the trade union 
militant and revolutionary 
socialist she had been when she 
started her career. 

Beers writes that Wilkinson ‘ 
“will go down in history as one £ 


Ellen Wilkinson (left and 
above) historically backed 

workers’ struggle, but in the 
end she put parliament first 


of the more left-wing MPs to 
serve in government”. She’s not 
wrong. 
But it’s also true that 
Wilkinson was willing to side 
) with the right if it meant 
staying in parliament. 
For Beers, this is a story of 
a “political pragmatist” who 
learned how to temper her 
radicalism. 
Yet it’s also a tale of how 
looking to parliament forced 
Wilkinson to compromise—and 
led her away from the radical 
change that she set out to win 
in the first place. 


The Labour Party—a 
Marxist History 


The ILP—prioritising 
parliament gave more 


by Tony Cliff and Donny power to the right 
Gluckstein Socialist Worker article 
a0) bit.ly/2fdNniL 


Jeremy Corbyn, Labour 
and the fight for socialism | Available at Bookmarks, 
by Charlie Kimber the socialist bookshop. 
ae Phone 020 7637 1848 


Two Faces of Reformism | or go to 
ISJ article by Alex bookmarksbookshop. 
Callinicos bit.ly/2eOdIME | co.uk 


EYEWITNESS 


The growing fight for 
abortion rights in Ireland 


Tens of thousands of 
people are battling 
against an abortion 
ban in Ireland, reports 
People Before Profit 
TD Brid Smith 


LEFT WING TD’s (MPs) in 
Ireland’s parliament, the Dail, 
tabled a motion last week 
to allow for a constitutional 
referendum on repealing 
the 8th Amendment. 

The 8th Amendment 
effectively bans abortion 
by giving an unborn 
foetus the right to life. 

A similar bill was put 
twice before in recent 
years and heavily defeated 
under a Labour/Fine 
Gael government. 

This time it was put before 
a government led by Fine 
Gael and propped up by 
so-called Independents. 

A mass campaign is 
growing against the 8th 
Amendment, organising 
rallies, public meetings and 
protests outside 
anti-abortion 
counselling services. 

Crucially it has linked 
in with the Abortion 
Rights Campaign in 
Northern Ireland. 

There, the bigots of the 
Ulster Unionists have stopped 
Britain’s abortion laws being 
applied to the six counties 
of Northern Ireland. 


Barbarity 
There has been a litany of 
barbarity towards women. 
This includes the Irish state 
detaining a 14 year old rape 
victim known as Ms. X in 
1992 to prevent her travelling 
to Britain for an abortion. 
Many women have died 
after being refused cancer 
treatment because it might 
harm their “unborn child”. 
Dozens of women who 
sought termination because of 
Fatal Foetal Abnormality have 
been tortured and detained. 
Savita Halappanavar 
died in Galway four years 
ago after she was denied an 
abortion to save her life. 
A clinically dead 
women was kept on life 
support, against the wishes 
of her family, because 
she was pregnant. 


BRID SMITH speaking in the Dail against the abortion ban 


The list does not include 
the estimated 250,000 women 
who left Ireland to procure 
an abortion since 1971. 

Nor does it include the 
thousands of young women 
who obtain the abortion pill 
online and treat themselves 
without medical supervision. 

Last month an estimated 
40,000 people marched 
through the city of Dublin. 

They demanded abortion 
rights and the repeal of 
the 8th Amendment. 

Before the recent general 
election the coalition 
lobbied all candidates 
to support repeal. 

Over 70 TDs and senators 
pledged their support. 

But you would never 
have guessed that if you 
were in the Dail last week. 

When the bill was put to 
the floor there were about 
12 of the 162 TDs present. 

The gallery was packed 
to the rafters with young 
women who had been 
protesting outside earlier. 

The debate was serious, 
passionate and lively. But 
the cowardly Independents 
had stitched up a deal with 
Fine Gael to support a 


An estimated 
40,000 people 
marched 
through Dublin 
last month 


so-called Citizens Assembly 
to adjudicate on the repeal. 
Ninety-nine randomly 
chosen citizens, advised 
by lawyers, medical 
professionals and overseen 
by a judge, have been 
selected to tell women 
what they think they should 
do with their bodies. 


Genie 

But this won’t wash with the 
tens of thousands of young 
people in the 

pro-choice movement. 

The genie is out of the 
bottle and we have learned 
that people power speaks 
louder than the Dail. 

The water charges 
movement and the 
campaign for same sex 
marriage brought hundreds 
of thousands out onto 
the streets. Direct action 
and mobilisation have 
been commonplace. 

Recent successful strikes 
over pay by transport workers 
taught people you have 
to fight to get change. 

On 25 November we 
will be organising activities 
in Ireland as part of a 
global day of action. 

We need the cowards and 
the traitors in the Dail to feel 
the pressure of people power 
again and again until we get 
a referendum of the people. 

We need free, safe and 
legal abortion in the North 
and South of Ireland. 

In a speech last week Brid 
challenged the government to 
prosecute her for holding tablets 
that can be used to cause an 
abortion. Watch the speech at 
bit.ly/2eIBXFi 

For a longer version of this 
article go to bit.ly/2eM7d3g 
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by NICK CLARK 


POST OFFICE workers struck 
across Britain for the second 
time on Monday in a fight to stop 
attacks on their jobs, pensions— 
and to defend the service. 

Bosses at the Post Office want to 
close some 100 crown post offices 
and outsource them to private com- 
panies such as WH Smith. This will 
mean cutting jobs. 

They also plan to close down the 
defined benefit scheme for all post 
office workers and replace it with a 
worse defined contribution scheme. 

The move would mean workers 
get less when they retire. 

Workers in the CWU union and 
managers in the Unite union struck 
together for the second time on 
Monday. Strikers said the action 
was stronger than their last walk- 
out in September. 

Leanna, a striker from a crown 
post office in Croydon in south 
London told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s been a lot of support for 
the strike. It’s had more impact and 
more people have joined it. 

“Some people in our office were a 
bit scared but the general consensus 
was that we should do it.” 

She added, “It’s just been going 
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WORKERS ARE determined to keep fighting 


on for so long—they’ve been cutting 
and cutting. The board of directors 
just do what they want without any 
consideration for us.” 

Mole Meade, a CWU rep in south 
London, had visited three picket 
lines on Monday morning. 

He said, “The strike has grown 
since the last one. People are waking 


up to what’s really going on.” 

He added that bosses were 
targeting CWU reps for compulsory 
redundancy. 

The planned office closures mean 
some 2,000 workers could lose their 
jobs. 

Leanna said that workers “fear 
for their jobs”. “You just don’t know 
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which office they're going to close,” 
she said. 

“It could be any office at any 
time. If anyone offers enough 
money to buy a post office they'll 
sell it no problem.” 

She added, “The pensions are the 
biggest thing for most people. Some 
people are losing £100 a week. But 


Post strike was stronger than last time 


for me it’s about the future.” 

CWU and Unite members 
marched in central London on 
Monday, starting at the Department 
of Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy, which is responsible for 
the post office. 

They carried coffins and marched 
behind a horse-drawn hearse to 
symbolise how the attacks would 
mean the death of the Post Office. 


Listen 

CWU general secretary Dave Ward 
said, “The stakes have never been 
higher for the future of the Post 
Office, its workers and the commu- 
nities they serve. 

“The Post Office is at crisis point 
and the management and govern- 
ment need to listen to the work- 
force.” 

He added, “Staff and the public 
are seeing little more than a glori- 
fied closure programme from the 
Post Office and it cannot survive by 
simply cutting costs.” 

Leanna said that the march had 
done “a good job of getting the mes- 
sage out to the public.” 

Mole added, “It’s abominable 
that any government would want to 
destroy a really good public service 
that has been around for hundreds 
of years.” 
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How do bosses still dare 
pay women lower wages? 


The resilience of the gender pay gap is nothing to celebrate, Sadie Robinson 
argues—and the reasons tell us something about how the system uses sexism 


LO WE WERE supposed to cele- 
Yad brate last week after official 
figures showed that the gender pay 
gap had slightly closed. 

The gap for those in full time work 
is at its lowest level since records 
began in 1997. 

But it is a disgrace that women are 
still paid less than men—for the same 
or equivalent work. 

The Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) found that the gender pay 
gap for all workers, full and part time, 
is 18.1 percent. So for every pound 
earned by the average male worker in 
an hour, the average female worker 
gets just under 82p. 

Why does the gap persist? The 
ONS gave three main reasons. 

More women work part time, 
women work in different occupa- 
tions to men and women have more 
of their time taken up with childbear- 
ing and childcare. 


Oppression 

All three are linked to women’s 
oppression. For all the gains women 
have made, the idea persists that 
women should take the main respon- 
sibility for raising children and caring 
for other family members. 

This is largely why some 41 per- 
cent of women work part time 
compared to just 12 percent of men. 

Women who work part time 
earned 6 percent more than men who 
worked part time. 

This is likely to be because wom- 
en’s part time jobs are permanent, 
long-term ones, whereas men’s may 
be more temporary. 

Part time workers tend to earn less 
per hour than full time staff. But even 
excluding part time workers, full time 
women workers earn an average of 


@ A MAJORITY of public 
Vaed sector workers are 
women. For them, pay 
discrimination comes on 
top of a chilling pay 
freeze. 

But an agreement that 
was supposed to bring 
equality in 1997 instead 
still continues to fuel 
industrial disputes. 

Single Status was 
agreed by local authorities 
and trade unions to 
harmonise conditions and 
create a common pay scale 
for jobs. 

It was argued that 
lower paid, predominantly 
women local government 
workers’ pay would rise to 


meet the levels of their 
male colleagues. 

But the New Labour 
government gave no 
extra money to fund this. 
“Equal pay” became an 
excuse to drive through 
cuts and privatisation. 


Downwards 
Union leaders had 
no national strategy 


to ensure pay and 
conditions were 
equalised upwards, 
rather than downwards. 
Rather than upset 
Labour, they left local 
branches to fight alone. 
The legacy of this is 
still being felt today, with 
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WOMEN WORKERS in local government protesting against pay inequality in 2007 


9.4 percent less than men. Childcare 
and other caring responsibilities also 
mean women are more likely to have 
gaps in paid work. 

This may explain why the ONS 
found that the pay gap was “much 
wider” for women over 40. 

Many of these women will have 
taken time out of paid work to 
have children in their 20s or 30s, 
missing out on pay increments and 
promotions. 

Some will have found bosses 
unwilling to let them return to their 
job after having children. 

On top of this, sexist ideas still 
depict some careers as more suited to 


ea 


men. All of these things put barriers 
in the way of women entering certain 
jobs. More women than men work in 
sectors such as administration and 
caring, the ONS found, which tend 
to be lower paid. 

But the pay gap exists within 
industries too. 

That’s because women’s oppres- 
sion is structured into the system. 
Sexist ideas dominate—and some 
bosses think they can get away with 
paying women less. 

One Equal Opportunities 
Commission report in 2004 found 
that sexist discrimination accounted 
for up to half the pay gap. Partly 


quarter. 


teaching assistants (TAs) 
currently in the frontline. 
Labour councils in Derby 
and Durham (see page 20) 
are slashing TAs’ pay by a 


They say the workers 
shouldn’t be paid for time 
they are not at work— 
giving the impression that 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


for this reason, the pay gap affects 
women without children too. 

The government’s women’s unit 
estimated that women lose £240,000 
in wages over a lifetime compared 
with men. Those with children can 
lose another £140,000. 

This robbery of women’s pay only 
helps the bosses. It’s in the interest of 
all workers to fight it. 


Read more... 


Marxism and Women’s 
Liberation 

by Judith Orr, £9.99 from 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


pay is distributed over 
12 months, they are only 
paid for the work they 
do—during term time. 

If they were really 
motivated by equality, 
council bosses would 
simply regrade the TAs 
to keep their salaries as 
they move to term time 


TAs in Durham last week 


TAs are paid for lengthy contracts. 
school holidays. An equality deal from 
The councils chiefs the top hasn’t helped 


argue that they must move 
to “term time” contracts 
to avoid equal pay claims 
from other council 
workers. 

The move is a 
smokescreen for budget 
cuts. In reality, though TAs’ 


women’s pay—but struggle 
can. 

Where the unions struck 
or threatened strikes 
over Single Status, they 
generally got better deals. 
Where they didn’t, many 
thousands lost pay. 


_ 


Half a century 
and counting 


@ YOUNG women 
} starting work for 
the first time today 
shouldn’t expect to 
be paid the same as 
men for another half a 
century, according to 
management consultants 
Deloitte. 

If the gender pay gap 
continues to narrow at 
the current rate, closing 
it will take until 2069— 
some 99 years after the 
1970 Equal Pay Act. 


Time to walk 
out in Iceland 


THOUSANDS of 
women in Iceland 
walked out of work at 
2.38pm on Monday of 
last week to protest 
(above) against pay 
discrimination. 
The pay gap in the 
country is 14-18 percent. 
That means that 
women on an eight hour 
shift are working without 
pay compared to men 
on the same hours from 
2.38pm onwards. 


A world of woe 
for women 


»| A REPORT by the 
fe World Economic 
Forum forecasts that it 
could take 170 years to 
eradicate the worldwide 
disparity in pay and 
employment for women. 

These global gender 
gaps have widened in 
the past four years and 
are now at levels not 
seen since the depths 
of the financial crisis in 
2008. 
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IN BRIEF 


BMW pension fight 


revs up with ballot 
SOME 5,000 car workers 
began a consultative ballot on 
Monday against BMW Group 
bosses’ plans to close their 
final salary pension scheme. 
This would rob thousands 
of pounds a year from their 
retirement income. 
The ballot involves Unite 
union members across sites 
in Cowley, Farnborough, 
Goodwood, Hams Hall in the 
West Midlands and Swindon. 
It closes on Monday 
7 November and could be 
followed by a full strike ballot. 


Action called off 
for talks at HMRC 


A PLANNED strike by workers 
at the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission set for 
Wednesday of last week was 
called off for talks. 

Bosses had told workers 
to expect a 25 percent 
budget cut and threatened 
compulsory redundancies. 

The PCS union said it may 
serve notice for a new strike 
on Wednesday if bosses don’t 
meet workers’ demands. 


Polish abortion 
protest in Bristol 


POLISH WOMEN, socialists, 
trade unionists and feminists 
protested in Bristol last week 
in solidarity with the struggle 
for abortion rights in Poland. 

Teacher Kay spoke about 
how trade unions have fought 
attacks on abortion in Britain. 

Marta, a Polish woman 
who called the protest, 
outlined the onslaught on 
women in Poland. It was 
agreed to call further protests 
if the attacks continue. 
Salena Williams 


Conference slams 
Turkish clampdown 


THE SOLIDARITY with the 
People of Turkey conference 
in London on Saturday 
discussed repression after 
the failed coup in July. 
There have been mass 
arrests, and closures of press 
agencies and newspapers. 
Speakers from the RMT, 
NUT, PCS unions and the 
TUC addressed the meeting. 
It condemned the arrest 
of the mayors of the Kurdish 
city of Diyabakir on trumped 
up terror charges. 
Paul Burnham 


OBITUARIES 
ON THE WEB 


Gerry Jones 
1945-2016 


Car factory shop steward 
turned migrant rights 
campaigner bit.ly/2f5vlhW 


Gavin MacFadyen 
1940-2016 


Investigative journalist once 
detained alongside Bernie 
Sanders bit.ly/2fwYu8J 


RAIL WORKERS 
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ON THE demonstration in Westminster on Tuesday 
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strikers protest and look to 
spread the fight on Southern 


Y RAYMIE KIERNAN 


UP TO 200 rail workers from 
every region across Britain 
protested in Westminster on 
Tuesday in support of train 
guards on Southern rail. 

They are fighting to 
defend safety from the Tories’ 
favourite rail bosses Govia 
Thameslink Railway. 

Brighton train guards 
Jane and Roberta described 
Govia as “bullies” and the 
service since they took over as 
“shambolic”. 

Guards in the RMT union 
were set to strike for 48 hours 
from Friday against Govia’s 
plan to scrap their safety 
responsibilities. 

Their new role would focus 
on checking tickets and giving 
out fines. 

This latest walkout in the 
long-running fight comes as 
drivers in the Aslef and RMT 


unions begin their own ballot. 
If they vote to strike—and 
the unions quickly coordinate 
action—it can undermine the 
bosses’ strategy of keeping 
the guards isolated. Bosses 
compromised with station 
staff, and have sought to 
legally block drivers’ strikes. 
A new scandal about 


LONDON UNDERGROUND 


Southern’s woeful service or 
the tens of millions Govia 
extracts from its special 
management contract erupts 
almost every week. 

Roberta blamed bosses 
for the mess on Southern. 
She said, “The service is 
understaffed. It’s all profit 
before people. We know if they 


Is trouble down the line? 


NEARLY 3,500 London 
Underground stations staff 
are being balloted by the 
RMT union for strikes over 
jobs and safety. 

This is an ongoing battle 
over issues produced by the 
closure of ticket offices with 
873 job losses. Staff are 


struggling to cope and vital 
control rooms have closed, 
creating a safety risk. 

The RMT is also 
balloting 400 drivers on 
the Piccadilly Line over a 
breakdown in industrial 
relations. Both ballots end 
on Tuesday 15 November. 


get this through there will be 
no second safety critical person 
on trains.” 

A local councillor in 
Croydon, south London, 
launched a petition last week 
calling to “sack Southern”. It 
was just the latest call for such 
a move. Even Tory MPs have 
had to speak out. 

Passenger groups are 
seeking a judicial review into 
the decision-making that gave 
Govia its cushy deal. 

London Victoria train guard 
Cassie was angry about the 
millions of public money 
“going straight to the bosses 
while they mess us all around”. 
She was pleased that drivers 
were now balloting. 

“We need us all out 
together,” she said. “They can’t 
run a service if we do that.” 

Jane added, “Every other 
operator is watching this 
dispute for the outcome. But I 
think we can win this.” 


MEDIA WORKERS 
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Vote for one 
bigger union 


THE NUT and ATL teaching 
unions are holding 
conferences in London on 
Saturday to debate and vote 
on plans to merge. 

If they back the merger 
it will lead to full ballots of 
members of both unions this 
year before the merger takes 
full effect next year. 

Such a merger would be a 
big step towards creating the 
single teachers’ union that 
the overwhelming majority of 
teachers desire. 

Many details need to be 
debated. But getting the 
process underway by passing 
the proposal being put on 
Saturday is essential. 

No one should back 
amendments which, however 
framed, would sink the whole 
process. Nor should they 
listen to siren voices who 
suggest that the long merger 
process can substitute for 
fighting in the here and now. 
Paul McGarr 


Back boycott 


HUNDREDS OF academics 
have signed a pledge to 
observe a boycott of London 
Metropolitan University. 

Bosses at London Met are 
pushing through compulsory 
redundancies and have 
victimised two UCU union 
activists, Mark Campbell and 
David Hardman. 

The UCU’s higher 
education committee (HEC) 
last month voted to censure 
or “greylist” London Met. 

Unless bosses meet 
demands including bringing 
back Mark and David, it 
could begin an international 
academic boycott. 

The national union should 
urgently work to publicise 
and implement this decision. 
@Pledge your support 
bit.ly/2aamyqY 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Local journalists look to follow up hard-hitting walkout Save payoffs 


JOURNALISTS working at 
regional newspapers in 
south London ended a ten- 
day strike on Friday of last 
week—and say more action 
could be on the cards. 

Members of the NUJ union 
at Newsquest South London 
are fighting cuts that would 
leave just 12 reporters 
producing 11 newspapers 
and eight websites. 

Their latest ten-day 
walkout followed a 
previous week-long strike 
last month. 

They are still ona 
work to rule and are 
“definitely considering” 
further strikes, a striker 
told Socialist Worker. 

He said, “The strike 


was good—especially in 
terms of getting the word 
out and letting people know 
what’s going on. We got to 
speak at a lot of different 
meetings. So it was very 
constructive.” 

The action is having 

an effect, he 
added. 


Newsquest pickets last week 


<2 et 


“We're clearly getting 
somewhere. They’re losing 
advertising revenue hand 
over fist.” 
And the job losses “don’t 
make it any easier for 


newspapers”. 
He pointed out that 
a recent edition of 


WO them upstairs to produce 


Picture: UNITE THE RESISTANCE 


Newsquest’s Croydon 
Guardian, which now has no 
reporters, carried just four 
stories about Croydon in 

36 pages. 

The rest was made up of 
adverts and “generic copy”. 
Seven journalists have 
already resigned over the 

planned cuts, with five 
leaving last month. 

The NUJ said the 
resignations have made the 
picket lines smaller, “but 
even more resolved to carry 
on the action to fight for 
more staff”. 

Newsquest bosses had not 
made a new offer as Socialist 
Worker went to press and no 
more talks were planned. 
Nick Clark 


CIVIL SERVICE workers in the 
PCS union are to be balloted 
on Tory plans to slash their 
redundancy payments. 

Tory Cabinet Office minister 
Ben Gummer wants to push 
through attacks that include 
reducing caps on redundancy 
payments. 

The Tories have refused to 
negotiate with unions unless 
they agree to accept all the 
attacks in the “offer”. 

The ballot will begin on 
Monday of next week and end 
on 28 November. PCS officials 
recommend its members vote 
“yes” to reject the Tories’ 
attacks. 

PCS members should reject 
the offer—and demand united 
strikes across all civil service 
departments to stop the cuts. 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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ROTHERHAM 12 


IT workers stage shutdown 


Cop failed to report 
on Nazis, court told 


od PHILTURNER 


A POLICE “spotter” failed 
to report seeing Nazi trou- 
blemakers on the day of 
an anti-fascist protest last 
September, a court heard. 

The protest was called 
against a Nazi Britain First 
march. A group of Asian men, 
known as the Rotherham 12, 
are on trial at Sheffield 
Crown Court accused of vio- 
lent disorder following the 
protest. 

The court heard that PC 
Daniel Welbourne spotted 
three members of the fas- 
cist group Yorkshire’s Finest 
outside the William Fry pub 
“hotspot”. 

At least an hour and a half 
later it was the scene of a 
violent racist attack on Asian 
demonstrators. 

He told the jury he did 
not report it because the risk 
level was low as he expected 
them to join the Britain First 
march. 

Welbourne would have 
needed police silver com- 
mand direction to monitor 
the men. 

Another report revealed 
that leaders of Yorkshire’s 
Finest, an English Defence 
League splinter group, were 
present on the Britain First 
march. 

Police photographs showed 


ROTHERHAM POLICE station 


the three to have been at the 
Britain First assembly point 
earlier. But they got past 
ranks of 860 police officers 
and ended up at the William 
Fry where they caused trou- 
ble, the trial heard. 

Welbourne said at 4pm the 
three were among a group of 
nine men from Rotherham 
belonging to Yorkshire’s 
Finest who were associating 
with men from Halifax. 

In an intelligence form 


= POLICE 


Sot 
an 


completed by the offic- 
ers only two weeks ago, 
Welbourne said he drove 
past the William Fry pub at 
2.30pm and saw the three 
known football hooligans. 

Welbourne said the form 
had been altered. He said the 
word “banned”, referring to 
football matches, had been 
added next to the names. 

He also said he didn’t put 
“associated with the group 
Britain First”. 


Councils put families in ‘prison’ homes 


RESIDENTS FROM the 
Boundary House temporary 
accommodation facility 

in Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire, held a protest 
last Friday. 

Boundary House is 
being used to house whole 
families mainly from London 
in spaces designed for one 
person. 

“It’s like being in prison,” 
Lily told Socialist Worker. “I 
was there for seven months. 
There were cockroaches.” 

The protest was outside 
the offices of building 
management firm Theori 
Housing. Lily said, “I 
couldn’t shut my street door 
for three months and Theori 
ignored me.” 

John Knight, the lead 
councillor for housing in 
Waltham Forest in east 
London, said that a degree 


The grim conditions 


of overcrowding was to be 
expected. 

He later changed his tune 
to say that Boundary House 
meets Waltham Forest 
council’s requirements. 
Some 20 boroughs, mostly 
in London, use Boundary 
House as temporary 


accommodation for people 
they want to move out. 

Social cleansing of 
working class people is 
gathering pace. But where 
people are organised they 
can beat the speculators 
and local politicians. 

Elina was sent to 
Boundary House by 
Newham council. “It was me 
and three children in one 
room,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “When the washing 
machine broke they told 
me a washing machine is a 
luxury.” 

Elina had to fight at every 
turn to get rehoused. When 
she did, Elina was moved 
to Essex through the Local 
Space housing association. 

The campaign to shut 
down Boundary House and 
rehouse people still there 
continues. 


Tom Wainwright, defence 
barrister, asked why 
Welbourne had not reported 
the 2.30pm sighting, know- 
ing the Britain First march 
had set off at 2pm. 

Welbourne said he had 
recorded it wrongly and 
the sighting was probably 
1.30pm. But he agreed he 
typed it out himself. 

The trial continues. 

@Go to bit.ly/2fmVXyK for a 
longer version of this article 


CLEANERS 


Support the 
Kinsley 3 


THE KINSLEY 3 and around 
AO of their supporters 
protested outside C&D 
Cleaning Services offices in 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, on 
Monday. 

They are three Unison 
union members on 
all-out strike against bosses’ 
decision to slash their pay 
from £7.85 to £7.20 an hour. 

The three cleaners work in 
Kinsley Academy, a primary 
school that’s part of the 
Wakefield City Academies 
Trust chain. 

Wakefield Council 
privatised them in April. 

One of them told Socialist 
Worker, “We came out on 
strike because we had just 
had enough.” 

There are plans to step up 
picketing at the school now. 
Dave Gibson 
@More on socialistworker.co.uk 


UP TO 300 IT services 
workers at Fujitsu in 
Manchester began a three 
day strike on Tuesday. 

The Unite union members 
are fighting over pay, 
pensions, redundancy 
terms and a 16 percent 
pay gap between male 
and female workers. 

Around 40 strikers 
and supporters were 
on the picket line. 

One worker told Socialist 
Worker “With 1,800 jobs 
going nationally we fear 
that many of these will fall 
on Manchester because 
this is the only site with 
union recognition.” 

Fujitsu Services Ltd 
paid no taxes on profits of 
£85.6 million last year. 

But the company 
has announced 1,800 
redundancies, and pensions 
have been retrospectively 


reduced by 15 percent 

for people over 60. 
Fujitsu has also shut 

down Fujitsu Voice, 

a body the company 

set up to inform and 

consult with workers. 


Agreements 
Bosses have also broken 
agreements by taking 
away the job of Lynne 
Hodge, a union rep. 
Representatives from 
Manchester trades council, 
Rochdale Unison branch 
and Unite’s national 
executive joined the picket. 
Another two days of 
strikes are planned for 
Monday and Tuesday next 
week, with the possibility 
of more action after that. 
Union members are 
also refusing to do time 
recording or forecasting. 
Adam Rose 


Nightmare on Ritzy street 


WORKERS AT the Ritzy 
cinema in Brixton, south 
London, struck on Monday. 
They are demanding the 
London Living Wage (LLW) 
as well as sick pay and 
maternity pay. 
One Ritzy worker 
spoke to Socialist Worker. 
“Management agreed in the 
summer to negotiate, but 
now they’re refusing,” she 


said. “They’ve refused to sit 
at the table with Acas.” 
Bosses at Cineworld 
claim pay increases are 
unaffordable, but they posted 
an 8 percent increase in 
turnover last year. 
@To keep up to date with the 
campaigns at the Ritzy and at 
Hackney Picturehouse follow 
@ritzylivingwage and 
@hphlivingwage on Twitter 


Bin workers refuse to be 
treated like trash by Veolia 


REFUSE WORKERS in 
Sheffield walked out for half 
a day last Thursday. The 
GMB union members are 
demanding a 2 percent pay 
rise. 

They work for outsourcing 
giant Veolia on a contract 
to Labour-run Sheffield City 
Council. 

Bosses offered workers a 


wo-year pay deal. It would 
mean a 1.7 percent increase 
his year and a 1.5 percent 
increase next year. 

But workers rejected 
his at a mass meeting last 
Monday. 
Workers have shown they 
are determined to win—and 
heir action is having a real 
impact. 


Jannies fight Labour cuts 


COMMUNITY Safety Glasgow 
(CSG) workers were set to 
strike over shift payments 
this weekend. It will be the 
seventh walkout in their 
escalating dispute with bosses 
at Glasgow City Council. 

The Unison and GMB union 
members are angry that other 
council workers earn more for 
working similar shifts. 

Some are calling for a 
two-week stoppage throughout 
the Christmas and New Year 
holiday period. 

Janitors working for 
council-run firm Cordia are 
also fighting. They ended a 
five-day strike last Friday as 


part of their battle to receive 
similar benefits as other 
council employees. 

Bosses announced last week 
that up to a quarter of janitors 
could be sacked. The Unison 
members should escalate. 

Not content with their 
party’s dismal performance 
Labour council chiefs decided 
to head for oblivion in next 
May’s local elections. 

Councillors voted last 
Thursday to fully privatise IT 
services in a move that will 
threaten jobs and conditions. 

Hundreds of workers 
protested and are now 
balloting for strikes. 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


TEACHING assistants (TAs) 
in County Durham were set 
to strike next Tuesday and 
Wednesday. It will be their 
first walkout in a long-run- 
ning dispute with the Labour 
council over a huge pay cut. 

Some 2,700 teaching assis- 
tants are to be sacked and 
rehired on worse contracts 
that will cut their pay by up 
to 23 percent. 

The council claims that 
slashing thousands of pounds 
from their pay is all about 
equality. 

TAs in the Unison and ATL 
unions will join the walkout. 

Unison rep and rank and 
file TA committee member 
Megan told Socialist Worker, 
“We're determined to make 
sure our strike is as strong as 
possible. We are clear—we 
want regraded with no loss 
of pay. Nothing less.” 

Hundreds of TAs took part 
in a week-long protest during 
half-term outside Durham’s 
County Hall, with a small 
presence each day in the 
build up to a massive protest 
last Friday. 

“It was fantastic,” said 


SCHOOLS STAFF 
RESIST PAY CUT 


Megan. “People that hadn’t 
been involved so much took 
part. Some even ended up 
being out there every day.” 
A minority of the TAs 
are members of the GMB 
union. They voted by a 
narrow margin to accept 


THE DURHAM TAs protested outside County Hall t 


the deal after the union 
leadership failed to argue 
strongly for rejection. 

But its membership is tiny 
and the vast majority of TAs 
are part of the industrial 
action. 

Many are looking for the 


hroughout half term 


unions to quickly escalate to 
longer strikes. 

Their dispute is also a 
hangover from the 1997 
agreement between local 
government employers 
and public sector unions, 
known as Single Status 


Picture: DURHAM TEACHING AssIsTANTS VALUE Us CAMPAIGN 


(see page 17). Then, as now, 
council chiefs tried to attach 
progressive ideals to their 
cuts agenda. 

Meanwhile in an almost 
carbon copy dispute with 
the Labour-run Derby 
City Council, Unison has 
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suspended industrial action 
as a “gesture of goodwill” for 
talks with management. 

TAs in Derby saw a new 
contract imposed in the 
summer, leading to drastic 
pay cuts of 25 percent. 


Mistake 

But it is a mistake to call off 
action without any concrete 
offer acceptable to the work- 
ers whose livelihoods are on 
the line. 

It risks demoralising 
people, losing momentum 
and weakening the fight. 

Union leaders should also 
grasp the bigger picture. The 
Tory government is in trouble 
over education. 

Last week Tory education 
secretary Justine Greening 
announced that her Education 
for All Bill has been dropped. 
Greening hoped the attempt 
to bury bad news would go 
unnoticed. 

Now is the time for Labour 
to step up its attacks on the 
Tories, not low paid teaching 
assistants. 


For messages of solidarity, 
details of how to donate to 
the fighting fund and requests 
fora 5 cena to address your 
union branch meeting email 
spartacusannie@gmail.com 


Workers demand equal pay for equal work as SNP backtracks on promise 


FURTHER EDUCATION 
support workers in 
Scotland could strike on 
two days this month if 
talks with bosses break 
down over unequal 
lump sum payments 

to college workers. 

Chris Greenshields 
chairs the Unison union’s 
Scottish FE committee. He 
said 2,500 support workers 
fighting for the same £450 
payment given to lecturers 
were prepared to walk out. 

It follows two days of 
strikes last month in a 
fight to make bosses pay 
support workers more 
than the £230 on offer. 
The dispute is part of over 
five years of negotiations, 


campaigning and strikes. 
They are demanding 

that the Scottish National 

Party (SNP) honour 

its promise to return 

national bargaining to 

Scotland’s FE sector. 


Disastrous 
During that time the 
SNP has embarked on a 
disastrous college merger 
programme that has 
slashed funding, jobs 
and student numbers. 
Around 50 angry college 
workers held a noisy 
protest outside a slap-up 
banquet put on by City of 
Glasgow College for SNP 
education secretary John 
Swinney last Thursday. 


John Swinney knows how to bore students and anger workers 


Some £280 million was 
spent building the new 
college. Catering worker 
Eddie was adamant 
that the money was 
there for pay parity. 

He said, “The college 
says it’s committed to 
diversity, equality and 
inclusivity, but that doesn’t 
seem to apply to pay.” 


Backtracking 

Bosses’ group Colleges 
Scotland also seems to be 
backtracking on an equal 
pay deal won by lecturers 
in March. EIS-Fela union 
vice-president Pam 
Currie said there was “a 
deliberate and concerted 
effort to undermine and 
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unpick the agreement”. 
Shona Struthers, chief 
executive of Colleges 
Scotland, claimed that as 
colleges “can no longer 
hold reserves” honouring 
the pay deal was 
“increasingly difficult”. 
She failed to mention 
the £100 million colleges 
squirrelled away when the 
SNP brought them back 
into the public sector. 
This is more than 
enough to pay workers. 
If the SNP and the 
bosses refuse to budge 
then workers need to use 
their industrial muscle 
again and strike to force 
them to pay up. 
Thanks to Alan Thomson 


